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The Big Idea:
Followers of Jesus grow best when they are intentionally planted in a local church, committed to mutual accountability and shared mission.

“The righteous flourish like the palm tree and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.  They are planted in the house of the LORD; they flourish in the courts of our God.” – Psalm 92:12-13 (ESV)

The Truth about Church Membership:
1. Church Membership Is Biblical, Not Optional
“Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel…” – Philippians 1:27 (ESV)

2. Leadership and Discipline Require Belonging
“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account.  Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage.” – Hebrews 13:17 (ESV)
Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. – Acts 20:28 (ESV)

3. Belonging Means Sharing Vision and Mission

4. Being Planted Means Being Equipped and Involved
“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.  For the body does not consist of one member but of many.” – 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 (ESV)

Join us for the Belong Class next Sunday, January 18, after the cafe.

If you have questions about today’s message or if you’d like to talk about salvation, email Pastor Mike at Pastor@RedemptionRock.net or call him at 774-209-0182.
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