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The Big Idea:
God established government to restrain evil and promote good, but He alone is our highest authority, and His law always comes first.

1. God is the source of all authority
“…there is no authority except that which God has established.  The authorities that exist have been established by God.” – Romans 13:1 (ESV) 
Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord. – Psalm 33:12 (ESV)

2. The purpose of government is to restrain evil and promote good
1Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established.  The authorities that exist have been established by God.  2Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.  3For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong.  Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority?  Then do what is right and you will be commended.
4For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good.  But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason.  They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.  5Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience. – Romans 13:1-5 (NIV)
1Woe to those who make unjust laws, to those who issue oppressive decrees, 2to deprive the poor of their rights and withhold justice from the oppressed of my people, making widows their prey and robbing the fatherless. – Isaiah 10:1-2 (NIV) 

3. Obedience to government is real, but it is not absolute
“We must obey God rather than men.” — Acts 5:29 (ESV)


Join us next Sunday as we continue this series called Thinking Biblically about the Issues of Our Day with a message called Immigration, Compassion, and the Rule of Law!

If you have questions about today’s message or if you’d like to talk about salvation, email Pastor Mike at Pastor@RedemptionRock.net or call him at 774-209-0182.
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