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The Big Idea:
Biblical faith calls us to love the foreigner as ourselves and to honor the 
rule of law as God’s design, without sacrificing either.

“Compassion does not erase law, and law without compassion is unbiblical.”

1. God commands compassion for the foreigner because God Himself is compassionate.
When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them.  The foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born.  Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt.  I am the LORD your God. – Leviticus 19:33–34 (NIV)
“Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.” – Deuteronomy 10:18–19 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” – Matthew 22:39 (ESV)
My dear brothers and sisters, how can you claim to have faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ if you favor some people over others?  2 For example, suppose someone comes into your meeting dressed in fancy clothes and expensive jewelry, and another comes in who is poor and dressed in dirty clothes.  3 If you give special attention and a good seat to the rich person, but you say to the poor one, “You can stand over there, or else sit on the floor”—well, 4 doesn’t this discrimination show that your judgments are guided by evil motives?
5 Listen to me, dear brothers and sisters.  Hasn’t God chosen the poor in this world to be rich in faith?  Aren’t they the ones who will inherit the Kingdom he promised to those who love him?  6 But you dishonor the poor! Isn’t it the rich who oppress you and drag you into court?  7 Aren’t they the ones who slander Jesus Christ, whose noble name you bear?
8 Yes indeed, it is good when you obey the royal law as found in the Scriptures: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  9 But if you favor some people over others, you are committing a sin.  You are guilty of breaking the law. – James 2:1–9 (NLT)
So God created human beings in his own image.  In the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. – Genesis 1:27 (NLT)

2. God ordains government and law for the common good because God is just.
Everyone must submit to governing authorities.  For all authority comes from God, and those in positions of authority have been placed there by God.  2 So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and they will be punished.  3 For the authorities do not strike fear in people who are doing right, but in those who are doing wrong.  Would you like to live without fear of the authorities?  Do what is right, and they will honor you.  4 The authorities are God’s servants, sent for your good.  But if you are doing wrong, of course you should be afraid, for they have the power to punish you.  They are God’s servants, sent for the very purpose of punishing those who do what is wrong. – Romans 13:1–4 (NLT)

3. God rejects false choices and calls His people to justice, mercy, and humility.
He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? – Micah 6:8 (ESV)

4. The church’s primary responsibility is the Gospel, while the government’s responsibility is civil order.
…“Well, then,” he said, “give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and give to God what belongs to God.” – Matthew 22:21 ESV

What should we do in light of this message?
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a. 
b. Repent of contempt.  
c. Use your ballot and your voice wisely.  
d. Submit to laws and policies you may not like while working to change them the right way.  
e. Carry invite cards and use them.  
f. Open your table.  
g. For anyone here who is not yet following Jesus: take the step of faith today.


Join us next Sunday as we continue this series called Thinking Biblically about the Issues of Our Day with a message called The Value of Human Life!

If you have questions about today’s message or if you’d like to talk about salvation, email Pastor Mike at Pastor@RedemptionRock.net or call him at 774-209-0182.
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