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[bookmark: _Toc374984376]The Big Idea:
When God calls your name, step forward in faith 
and trust Him to work through you.

1. Life can lead you into unexpected loss 
No Ammonite or Moabite or any of their descendants may enter the assembly of the Lord, not even in the tenth generation. 4 For they did not come to meet you with bread and water on your way when you came out of Egypt, and they hired Balaam son of Beor from Pethor in Aram Naharaim to pronounce a curse on you. – Deuteronomy 23:3-4
Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I obey your word. It was good for me to be afflicted so that I might learn your decrees.  – Psalm 119:67, 71

2. Faith Chooses Commitment Over Convenience
 
3. Faith Anchors Itself in God, Not Circumstances
Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go, I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me. – Ruth 1:17

4. Faith often involves Hard Work and Dedication 
My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the LORD. “And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts. – Isaiah 55:8-9 (NLT)

At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She asked him, “Why have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?” Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband—how you left your father and mother and your homeland and came to live with a people you did not know before. – Ruth 2:10-11

5. Faith sometimes involves following the advice of our elders 
Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. – Titus 2:3-
I am Ruth, your servant. Spread your wings over your servant, for you are a redeemer. – Ruth 3:9

6. God Uses Faithful loyalty to Write a Greater Story 
This, then, is the family line of Perez: Perez was the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, Salmon the father of Boaz, Boaz the father of Obed, Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David. – Ruth 4:18-22 (NIV)

Come back next Sunday when we begin a new sermon series called The Heritage Project.

If you have questions about today’s message or if you’d like to talk about salvation, email Pastor Mike at Pastor@RedemptionRock.net or call him at 774-209-0182.
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