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The Big Idea:
Followers of Jesus can rejoice in suffering because 
God uses it to shape us and to display His glory.

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. – 1 Peter 4:12–16 (ESV)

1. Don't Be Surprised by Suffering

“In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.” – John 16:33 (NIV)



2. Trials Can Refine Our Faith

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. – Romans 8:28 (NIV)

3. How We Respond to Suffering Becomes a Witness

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ. – Ephesians 4:15 (ESV)

4. Future Glory Outweighs Present Hardship

I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. – Romans 8:18 (NIV)
He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain.  – Revelation 21:4 (NIV)


Join us next Sunday as we conclude this sermon series called “Living in the Tension” with the next message called “Holding Grace and Truth!”

If you have questions about today’s message or if you’d like to talk about salvation, call Pastor Mike at 774-209-0182 or email him at Pastor@RedemptionRock.net. 
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