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[bookmark: _Toc374984376]The Big Idea
You don’t need more religion; you need a rebirth.  Salvation doesn’t come through a church tradition; it comes through personal faith in Christ alone.

1. Religious Rituals Cannot Save You
For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God—not a result of works, so that no one may boast. – Ephesians 2:8–9 (ESV)

2. Being Born Again Is Not Optional.  It is Essential!
Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”  3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old?  Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?”  5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ – John 3:1–7 (ESV)


3. True Faith Is a Personal Surrender to Jesus as Lord
If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. – Romans 10:9–13 (ESV)

4. Jesus Alone Is Our Mediator and Our Savior
“For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus.” – 1 Timothy 2:5 (ESV)
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. – Hebrews 4:16 (ESV)
The righteous shall live by faith. – Romans 1:17 (ESV)

What should I do now?
a. Read the Gospel of John.  Highlight every place Jesus says, “Believe in Me.”
b. Talk to someone.  Ask Pastor Mike or someone else for answers to your questions.
c. Make it personal.  Surrender your life to Christ today!

If you have questions about today’s message or if you’d like to talk about salvation, email Pastor Mike at Pastor@RedemptionRock.net or call him at 774-209-0182.

Join us next Sunday as we continue our sermon series “Warnings and Wonders in the Word” with a message called “So Close… and Still Lost!”
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