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Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone.  7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  8For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  11All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills. – 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

The Big Idea:
As a follower of Jesus, I must recognize, embrace, and use my spiritual gifts to build up the church, glorify God and fulfill God's mission.
1. Grace Granted Gifts (1 Corinthians 12:4-6)
a. Spiritual gifts are a result of God’s grace.
What do you have that you did not receive? – 1 Corinthians 4:7
b. Spiritual gifts have a purpose beyond us.
From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. – Ephesians 4:16 NIV
c. Spiritual gifts can grow and develop.
For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands… – 2 Timothy 1:6 NIV
d. Using our gifts is a joy, not a burden.
serve the Lord with gladness. – Psalm 100:2
2. The Holy Spirit’s Handiwork (1 Corinthians 12:7-10)
a. The Holy Spirit works uniquely in each person.
b. The Holy Spirit gives gifts for the common good.
c. The diversity of gifts creates unity, not division. 
For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body. – Romans 12:4-5 NIV
3. Inspired Individuals (1 Corinthians 12:11)
a. The holy Spirit distributes gifts as He wills.
But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. – 1 Corinthians 12:18
b. We should not compare our gifts to others.
We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. – Romans 12:6
c. Our gifts should be used in love.
· Discover your gifts. 
· Develop your gifts. 
· Deploy your gifts. 

Questions about today’s message or about salvation?  Contact Pastor Mike at Pastor@RedemptionRock.net or on his cell phone at 774-209-0182.

Join us next Sunday as we invite the musical ministry of Sally Klein-O’Connor!
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