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The Big Idea!
God doesn’t wait for perfect fathers.  He wrestles with real ones and gives them a new name.
22 During the night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two servant wives, and his eleven sons and crossed the Jabbok River with them. 23 After taking them to the other side, he sent over all his possessions.
24 This left Jacob all alone in the camp, and a man came and wrestled with him until the dawn began to break. 25 When the man saw that he would not win the match, he touched Jacob’s hip and wrenched it out of its socket. 26 Then the man said, “Let me go, for the dawn is breaking!”
But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”
27 “What is your name?” the man asked.
He replied, “Jacob.”
28 “Your name will no longer be Jacob,” the man told him. “From now on you will be called Israel,[c] because you have fought with God and with men and have won.”
29 “Please tell me your name,” Jacob said.
“Why do you want to know my name?” the man replied. Then he blessed Jacob there.
30 Jacob named the place Peniel (which means “face of God”), for he said, “I have seen God face to face, yet my life has been spared.” 31 The sun was rising as Jacob left Peniel,[d] and he was limping because of the injury to his hip. 32 (Even today the people of Israel don’t eat the tendon near the hip socket because of what happened that night when the man strained the tendon of Jacob’s hip.) – Genesis 32:22-32 (NLT)
9 Now that Jacob had returned from Paddan-aram, God appeared to him again at Bethel. God blessed him, 10 saying, “Your name is Jacob, but you will not be called Jacob any longer. From now on your name will be Israel.”[a] So God renamed him Israel.
11 Then God said, “I am El-Shaddai—‘God Almighty.’ Be fruitful and multiply. You will become a great nation, even many nations. Kings will be among your descendants! 12 And I will give you the land I once gave to Abraham and Isaac. Yes, I will give it to you and your descendants after you.” – Genesis 35:9-12 (NLT)

Three scenes in Jacob’s story…
Scene 1: The Wrestling (Genesis 32:22–32) 

Scene 2: The Blessing (Genesis 35:9–12) 

Scene 3: The Legacy (Genesis 49) 

Homework… 
· For Dads:  Take time this week to pray over your children by name.
· For everyone else:  Read Genesis 32 and 35 and ask God, "Where are You wrestling with me right now?"

“while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” – Romans 5:8
"If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!" – 2 Corinthians 5:17

Questions about today’s message or about salvation?  Contact Pastor Mike at Pastor@RedemptionRock.net or on his cell phone at 774-209-0182.

Join us next Sunday as we continue the series “Unlikely Heros!” 
with a message called "The Boy Who Shared His Lunch!"
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