


5 schools of thought…
Preterist – the books events were fulfilled in the first century

Historicist – chronology of church history from apostolic age to 
reformation to the Second Coming

Futurist – chapters 4-22 are still unfulfilled, literal predictions that 
will occur, starting with the rapture of the church

Symbolic – timeless, non-literal, spiritual principles, cosmic battle 
between good and evil

Eclectic – combination of facets from other schools 





Exegesis – “there and then”
Should come first

Hermeneutics - “here and now”
Should come second!



“and the antichrist is….”

“the mark of the beast is….”

“the false prophet is…”

“Babylon is…”

“Jezebel is…”



What kind of book 
is this?



The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God 
gave him to show his servants what must 

soon take place. He made it known by 
sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who 
testifies to everything he saw—that is, the 
word of God and the testimony of Jesus 

Christ. 3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud 
the words of this prophecy, and blessed are 
those who hear it and take to heart what is 

written in it, because the time is near.



4 John, To the seven churches in the 
province of Asia:
Grace and peace to you from him who is, 
and who was, and who is to come, and from 
the seven spirits before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful 
witness, the firstborn from the dead, and 
the ruler of the kings of the earth.



Apocalypse 1:1
One of dozens from 200 BC to 200 AD

Born in persecution/oppression with reflections on 
Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah and Isaiah

Focussed on violent end to history, with good triumphing 
over evil

Style of literature, visions, dreams, cryptic, symbolic, 
images of fantasy

Pseudonymous and “seal it up



Apocalypse 1:1

Revelation is NOT pseudonymous!

Author told NOT to seal it up!  22:10
“Do not seal up the words of the prophecy 

of this scroll, because the time is near.” 



Prophecy 1:3

The author John has a message from 
God that he is “forthtelling” to the 

churches





NOW WESTERN TURKEY



Epistle 1:4

The content is addressed to seven 
specific, real churches within their 

context in their time



The fusion of 
apocalypse, prophecy 

and epistle is 
completely unique



There is nothing like 
the book of Revelation!
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