Approaching the Throne: Faith Over Fear
"Now it happened on the third day, that Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the king's house in front of the king's rooms, and the king was sitting on his royal throne in the throne room, opposite the entrance to his house. Now it happened that when the king saw Esther the queen standing in the court, she advanced in favor in his eyes; and the king extended to Esther the golden scepter which was in his hand." - Esther 5:1-2 (LSB)
Central Truth: Faith overcomes fear not because danger disappears, but because God goes before His people. We are in His hands, and He is worthy of our trust, whether the outcome looks like victory or suffering.
1. The Risk of Approaching (v. 1)
Key Points:
· "On the third day" - The three days of fasting have ended, and now comes the step of faith
· Esther puts on her royal robes - She dresses according to her God-given position, reminding herself and the king of her role
· She stands in the inner court where she can be seen by the king - This is the point of no return; The king sits on his royal throne, directly facing the entrance - He will give her his full attention
· Faith doesn't mean we never feel fear. Faith means we move forward despite the fear, trusting that God is sovereign over the outcome. Esther stands there waiting, likely trembling, but at the same time trusting. Her confidence is not in who she is but in her God.
For Reflection: What hallway are you walking down right now where you need to trust God with the outcome? How does knowing that God meets fearful people change your perspective on your current circumstances? Are you letting fear keep you from obedience?
2. The Favor That Saves (vv. 2-3)
Key Points:
· The king sees "Esther the queen" - Not just "Esther" or "a woman," but the text emphasizes her identity; "She advanced in favor in his eyes" - The same language used when Esther found favor with Hegai (2:9) and when she became queen (2:17); The king extends the golden scepter - This is divine favor; this is God granting grace; Esther touches the top of the scepter - A public acknowledgment that she has received his mercy
· The king offers "even to half of the kingdom" - An idiom meaning "nothing is off limits; ask what you will”
· This is God at work. It is not coincidence that the king found favor with Esther. God is able to move any heart in the direction it should go. As Proverbs 21:1 says, "The king's heart is like channels of water in the hand of Yahweh; He turns it wherever He pleases."
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For Reflection: Where have you seen God's favor in your life that you might have overlooked? How does understanding God's providence change how you approach difficult situations? Are you praying for God to move hearts in seemingly impossible circumstances?
3. The Wisdom of Waiting (vv. 4-8)
Key Points:
· Esther invites the king and Haman to a banquet - An unexpected move that shows wisdom; She creates the environment where the king is most receptive - The whole book is structured around drinking banquets where the king makes major decisions
· Esther already prepared the banquet - She had faith that God would grant her favor; She wants Haman present - When she reveals her request, she wants him to hear the accusations and be exposed
· Esther delays again and invites them to another feast - "God is not done preparing"
· Those three days of fasting and intense prayer did more than just change the king's heart - God also gave Esther wisdom on what to do. Esther knows this king and creates the optimal situation for her request to be heard. She shows faith paired with wisdom.
For Reflection: Are you frustrated with God's timing in some area of your life? What might God be preparing behind the scenes that you can't yet see? How can you practice patient waiting while still taking faithful action?
4. The Invitation to the True Throne (Gospel Application)
The Throne of Grace:
Hebrews 4:16 invites us: "Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need." - Because we have a great High Priest—Jesus Christ—we don't have to stand at a distance, trembling and waiting for a golden scepter to rise. The scepter has already been extended through the cross.
Access Through Christ:
· When Christ shed His blood, the veil in the temple was torn from top to bottom—God's way of saying, "Come near" (Hebrews 10:22)
· We can approach boldly—not as condemned sinners, but as beloved children (Ephesians 3:12)
· We don't need royal robes like Esther—we come clothed in the righteousness of Christ
· We don't have to wonder whether we'll be received—we are already accepted in the Beloved
For Reflection: Are you living in the confidence of your access to God's throne, or are you still standing at a distance? What fears or sins are keeping you from boldly approaching the throne of grace? How does the gospel change your understanding of approaching God
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