Living in Light of Our Hope
1 Peter 1:3–9
From Resurrection to Restoration: Our Hope of a New Creation
The Foundation
Hope is not wishful thinking. The hope of the believer is anchored in real history and points toward a real future. Peter shows us that this living hope produces joy that holds through fire and love for a Christ we have not yet seen.
I. A Living Hope Completely Secured by God (vv. 3–5)
God has caused us to be born again—past tense, finished, by His great mercy. This new birth carries us into a living hope, because the One who is our hope is alive. We have an inheritance that cannot decay, be defiled, or fade, kept in heaven for us. And we are guarded by God’s power through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed.
Notes: ____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

II. A Hope That Produces Rejoicing—Even Through Fire (vv. 6–7)
Out of this hope flows joy. Peter does not command rejoicing—he observes it. Trials are real, but they are also brief, necessary, and productive. Like fire that proves gold, suffering proves the worth of faith. The fire is not wasted. It is being forged into praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
Notes: ____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

III. A Hope That Loves a Christ We Have Not Seen (vv. 8–9)
Peter walked with Jesus; we have not. Yet he says of every believer: you love Him, you believe in Him, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory. This love is itself evidence of the new birth—the kind of faith Jesus blessed in advance (John 20:29).
Notes: ____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
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Reflect
Peter says God has “caused us to be born again.” How does that change the way you think about your salvation and your assurance?


Where in your life are you currently walking through fire? How does Peter’s description of trials as necessary, temporary, and productive reframe what you are facing?


What does it look like, practically, to love and rejoice in a Christ you have not seen? What feeds that love?


Key Takeaway
Our hope is alive because Christ is alive. The new birth is finished, the inheritance is kept, and the believer is guarded by the power of God—because the day of His revelation is coming.

This Week’s Challenge
1. Read 1 Peter 1:3–13 each day. Notice how what God has done leads to v. 13: “fix your hope completely.”
2. Name one trial you are facing and ask: “What is God producing through this fire?”
3. Spend five minutes a day telling Christ that you love Him—even though you have not seen Him.
Series Conclusion
Today concludes From Resurrection to Restoration. Beginning next Sunday: an expository series through Deuteronomy.
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