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LIGHTSHINE 
OCTOBER 2026 EDITION 

NEW LIFE METHODIST CHURCH 

PASTOR’S PONDERING 

Dear Church Family, 

 

    It is with joy that I announce the hiring of Sandy Brown 

as our new Minister to Families.  In addition to oversee-

ing our Mother’s Day Out childcare program, she will 

now serve to develop our children and youth ministries.  

She earned a degree in Theology with an emphasis in 

Christian Education and then spent 35 years teaching in 

private Christian schools.  Along the way, she taught  

students from elementary through high school, with her 

final 15 years focused on teaching Spanish, Bible and 

traveling to Latin countries on mission trips with students.  

Sandy also served in various coaching roles, resulting in 

two state championships. 

    Sandy also brings many years of experience serving in the local church,  

including teaching young children, leading Sunday School, and working with 

teenagers in youth ministry.  In this new role, she will help develop our Sunday 

and midweek opportunities for ministry, coordinate programs such as our  

Archery program and Vacation Bible School, and even develop community  

relationships and partnerships. 

    Sandy’s prayer is that every child, parent, and family who walks through our 

doors will feel welcomed and loved and will experience the hope and joy found 

in Jesus Christ.  I am excited to welcome her to our church staff, and I invite you 

to also welcome her to her new role.  Join me in praying for our children and 

youth ministries, that God increase our reach and effectiveness in strengthening 

young disciples for Jesus Christ.  You can reach her through her new email  

address: sandy@newlifelg.org      You can also find her in our Shelby directory. 

    On another note, I hope you will be able to  

attend our next Game Night.  Sunday, October 11, 

at 6:00pm.  Bring a snack to share.  And I also 

hope our children and youth can attend so they 

can meet Sandy and enjoy an evening of fun and 

games.  

In Christ’s Service, 

      Pastor Andy 

mailto:sandy@newlifelg.org


 

 

MUSICAL NOTES 

Methodist Men Chairman,                                           

Altar Rail giving for the month of 
October will be to:  

Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner 

  Matthew Watson  

Devotional and  Disciple Hour Info 
 

Upper Room... This devotional publication comes out every 
other month. Go to  https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
to see archived and daily devotionals and other information. 
 

Disciple Hour…  will follow the 9:00AM worship service after 
fellowship time in the fellowship hall at 10:00am.  John Wes-
ley created ‘Methodist Classes’ where small groups meet 
weekly for mutual support, accountability and spiritual 
growth. Come take the opportunity to grow with your fellow 
church members in a more personal relationship with God. 
 

Childcare is available. Please contact the church office for 
other special childcare needs.  
 

Challengers  Parlor -  led by Jo Anne Hill                       
Foundations Conference Rm -  led by Pastor Andy 
New Covenant  Rm 5 -  led by Gary Martyr  

Parables Library -  led by Dale Alexander 
Children’s Sunday School  - Brenda Holcomb, Room 11 
Youth  - Sarah Janisch & James Dornwell, Rm 14 
Light finger food refreshments are provided by our Disciple 
Hour Classes following this schedule -   
First Sunday: Pastor Andy’s class 
Second Sunday: Gary Martyr’s class  
Third Sunday: Dale Alexander’s class  
Fourth Sunday: Jo Anne Hill’s class 
Fifth Sundays: Our Church Treats 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

Nancy  

FINANCE UPDATE 
 

Giving for August 2026 was as follows: 

  General Fund                               $58,453.04  

  Altar Rail                                              $      801.00       

(Habitat For Humanity) 

                                  
                                     Total               $ 59,254.04 
 

METHODIST MEN 

Methodist Men will meet at  
6:30 PM, Thursday,  

October 15,  
in the  

Fellowship Hall for their  
monthly meeting.   

There will be a wonderful 
 speaker.  

Come enjoy a delicious meal.  

 
In Methodist Roots, a special teaching series with our  
Assembly of Bishops, you’ll discover the history of  
Methodism and understand how key features of the faith 
influence the church today. Go to this website - 
https://www.globalmethodist.org/methodist-roots 
to watch the Methodist Roots video. This video was filmed 
in the United Kingdom and features significant Wesleyan 
sites that connect us to our Methodist heritage. After 
watching the video you may download the study guide to 
dive deeper into the topics with your small group or in your 
personal devotional time. Throughout the series, you’ll also 
learn about important and sacred places that serve as a 
reminder of God’s faithfulness and calling.  

                     Save the date!!  Sunday, December 13, at   the 

9:00am service, the Chancel Choir will be  

               presenting their annual Christmas cantata.  This 

year’s “Hope Is All We Need” will once again feature Molly 

Hudson as our reader, who will portray a follower of Jesus, 

and Luke Huser on cello, accompanying the choir on a couple 

of pieces.  We’re busy preparing the music for you.  Be sure 

to invite your friends!!   

   Since Pastor Andy referred to the hymn, “Trust and Obey” 

in his recent message and in the Tuesday night Bible study, I 

thought I’d give you just a bit of its origins.  This information 

comes from the book, Then Sings My Soul, compiled by  

Robert J. Morgan.  

   Daniel B. Towner began his career as a worship leader in a 

Methodist church in Binghamton, New York.  He later served 

churches in Ohio and Kentucky before traveling with evange-

list D. L. Moody in the fall of 1885.  Mr. Moody was conducting 

meetings in Massachusetts, and one night a young man rose 

in a testimony meeting stating that he was going to trust and 

obey.  Towner wrote that down, and sent it to Rev. J. H.  

Sammis, a Presbyterian minister.  Sammis wrote a poem 

based on the phrase ‘trust and obey,’  and sent it back to 

Towner, who went to work on the music.  While working on 

the music, Dr. Towner grew discouraged, crumpled up the 

paper, and threw the manuscript into the wastebasket.  The 

next morning, his wife was straightening his office, retrieved 

the crumpled paper and sang over the words and melody to 

herself.  She left it on the organ and encouraged her husband 

to work on it some more, telling him, “I feel the melody you 

have written is just what is needed to carry the message.”   

She was right, don’t you think? 

Methodist Roots,  
A Special  

Teaching Series 

 

 

 *NOTES FROM THE OFFICE * CLOSED MONDAY OCT 12 FOR COLUMBUS DAY* 

Our next AMEN Food Pantry volunteer date is Monday, November 23, from 8:30am - 12:30pm. Please be aware that 
even if you are not available to volunteer for the entire 4 hour shift on our dates, it is appreciated if you only have an 
hour to give. We have a food donation box in the church narthex. You may bring items to the church office or take them 
directly to AMEN. Please identify that you are donating in our church’s name if you take items to AMEN.  Thanks!  
 

This month’s Emmaus Gathering will be Tuesday, Oct. 20, 6:30pm, at First Methodist Church - Hallettsville.  A pot-
luck dinner will be served. Bring a dish to share. The bus will be available to ride. For info contact the church office. 
 

Tuesday Nite Live Study of James continues with a great dinner and discussion. Our church has a prayer team that 
meets each Wednesday at 2pm in the Conference Room. There is also a community-wide prayer group meeting at 5pm 
the 1st Sunday of each month in the annex behind the Hispanic Church Redimos por Cristo on S. College St..  
 

Be in prayer for our Emmaus pilgrims, Sarah Nickel, Kimberly Nickel, Tina O’Bryant and Sandy Brown. There is a Ladies 
Emmaus Walk at Cathedral Oaks that begins Thursday, Oct. 22. The send-off will be at our office at 4pm. 
 

We love to hear from you about our newsletter! If you want a hard copy mailed, the church appreciates a $5 annual donation to cover the cost. 
This is not mandatory. Please have any articles in by the 20th of each month. 

  SECOND CHANCE NEWS 
 

    Please consider volunteering to support our ministry at Second Chance Emporium 
We're really going to need your help this month if you've never helped us before, espe-
cially on Friday, October 23 and Saturday, October 24.  Once again, our work week coin-
cides with the Methodist Men's work out at Blue Hills, so our volunteer pool will be spread 
thin.  You can work a three and a half hour shift on either or both of those days.  After all, 
one of our promises when we join the church is to share our service as well as prayers, 
presence, gifts, and witness.   

    Our next work dates are -  
Tuesday, October 20 - Thurs., October 22, 9am - 3pm 

Friday, October 23, - Saturday, October 24, 8am - 3pm 
Sunday, October 25, 1:00pm  

Thank you for donating your time! 
 Nancy, Judy, Sandy, Susan, Lisa, Julie & Bev  

BLESSED PRAYER SHAWLS  

Do you know of someone going through an eventful 
time in life that is challenging praiseworthy? We have 
beautiful handmade prayer shawls available to give as 

gifts to those who might be experiencing a joyous event 
or sadness in their lives. We are also recruiting those 
who already have a crocheting talent or would like to 

learn. We have yarn available to have shawls made and 
labels that need to be sewn onto our shawls. If you have 

time to donate or want more ministry information, 
please call the church office.  

Jan & Sarah Janisch 10/01 

Tom & Billie Ayres 10/05 

Dustin & Lorie Machinsky 10/06 

Charles & Allison Bailey 10/09 

William & Connie Sneed 10/12 

Jeff & Theresa Jeffers 10/13 

Gary & Carol Martyr 10/22 

John & Kim Bartos 10/25 

Sammey & Sandy Smith 10/27 

Diana & Sam Wilson 10/30 

Janet Sledge 10/01 

Anna Smith 10/01 

Nada Burns 10/02 

Sarah Nickel 10/02 

Melinda Lanier 10/02 

Annette Haynie 10/07 

Kathee Mazac 10/08 

Larry Nickel 10/08 

Frank Walla 10/09 

Jim Fertsch 10/09 

Cliff Gage 10/10 

Willie Sneed 10/10 

James Dornwell 10/11 

Brenda Knode 10/12 

Sandy Kana 10/13 

Cherri Morgan 10/15 

Pat Garrett 10/17 

William Sneed Sr 10/22 

Buzz Parker 10/23 

Sally Vannoy 10/24 

Larry Joost 10/24 

Angela Schlabach 10/25 

Patti Tidwell 10/26 

Joey Gray 10/26 

Heath Golan 10/31 

THANK YOU 

 Tejas Medical Center thanks the church for our dona-
tions towards the Back to School backpack program.     

Former members of the Travis Street Methodist Church  Youth 
Fellowship got together at the Fayette County Fair Parade. They 
try to meet each year for the fair.  Pictured - Gail Mersiovsky, 
Naomi Muphy, Sam Klein, Jon Quinn, Mark Lehmann, Charlene 
Baker, Colin Basquette Brenda Basquette  (photographer). 



 

 

 

EVENTS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH  
QUESTIONS? CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE 

Friends ‘N Fellowship welcomed Retired FBI Special Agent and Special Forces, David Smith at a “Neve Forget” honoring of 

9/11. He recounted very interesting stories of arrests of terrorists, mob  figures, Olympic bomber Eric Rudolph and other felons. 

 

 

MISSION WORKERS 



 

 

OCTOBER 2026
 Mon Tue Wed

   
   

 

 

 

 

   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Communion   Sunday 

  9:00am - Traditional Service 

10:00am - Church Fellowship Time 

10:00am - Operation Christmas Child/ 

FH 

10:15am - Disciple Hour Classes 

11:10am—Contemporary Service 

5:00pm - Community Prayer Service -  

    Redimidos por Cristos Church Annex 

    Behind former 1st Baptist Church  

5 
1:00pm - Emmaus Women - C/R 

4:15pm - 6:15pm -  Girls In The Middle 

5:30pm - 6pm - Exercise Class - Library 

7:00pm - AA - La Grange Gratitude Group   

              - F/H 

 

 

 

6 
10:00am - Friends ‘n Fellowship Board Mtg 

- C/R 

5:30pm - James Bible Study w/dinner - F/H 

5:30pm - 8pm - National Night Out Table on 

the Courthouse lawn  
 

 

 

 

7  
7:00am - Men’s Emmaus 

8:30am - Woven Women Ministry 

11:30am - Woven Women Lunch Bunch

Library 

2:00pm - Prayer Team, C/R

5:30pm -  Glory Tones Practice

7:00pm -  Choir Practice

 

 

11  

  9:00am - Traditional Service 

10:00am - Church Fellowship Time 

10:15am - Disciple Hour Classes 

11:10am—Contemporary Service 

11:00am - 3:00pm  -  Methodist Men’s 

Blue Hills BBQ 

6:00pm -  Game Night, bring snacks 

 12 COLUMBUS DAY 
         OFFICE CLOSED   
  

4:15pm - 6:15pm -  Girls In The Middle 

5:30pm - 6pm - Exercise Class - Library 

7:00pm - AA - La Grange Gratitude Group   

              - F/H 

 

 

 

13     
4:00pm - Council on Ministries  Mtg - C/R 

5:30pm - James Bible Study w/dinner - F/H 

 

 

                       

      
 
 

14 
7:00am - Men’s Emmaus 

8:30am - Woven Women Ministry 

10:00am - Worship @ Jefferson Place

11:30am - Woven Women Lunch Bunch

Library 

2:00pm - Prayer Team, C/R

5:30pm -  Glory Tones Practice

7:00pm -  Choir Practice

18 Communion   Sunday   
  9:00am - Traditional Service 

10:00am - Church Fellowship Time 

10:15am - Disciple Hour Classes 

11:10am - Contemporary Service 

11:00am - 3:00pm  -  Methodist Men’s 

Blue Hills BBQ 

 

   
     

19 8:00am - Chicken Salad Prep for    

BBQ - K 

11:00am - 3:00pm  -  Methodist Men’s 

Blue Hills BBQ 

1:00pm - Emmaus Women - C/R 

4:15pm - 6:15pm -  Girls In The Middle 

5:30pm - 6pm - Exercise Class - Library 

5:30pm - Church Board Meeting - Rm 5  

7:00pm - AA - La Grange Gratitude Group   

              - F/H 

 

20  
9:00am - 3:00pm -  Second Chance Vol 

11:00am - 3:00pm  -  Methodist Men’s 

Blue Hills BBQ 

5:30pm - James Bible Study w/dinner - F/H 

6:30pm -  Emmaus Gathering and  

                  Potluck dinner,  

    First Methodist Church - Hallettsville  

 

 

21 7:00am - Men’s Emmaus 

8:00am - Chicken Salad Prep for BBQ 

8:30am - Woven Women Ministry 

9:00am - 3:00pm  - Second Chance Vol

11:30am - Woven Women Lunch Bunch

Library 

11:00am - 3:00pm  -  

Blue Hills BBQ

2:00pm - Prayer Team, C/R

5:30pm -  Glory Tones Practice

7:00pm -  Choir Practice

25  

  9:00am - Traditional Service 

10:00am - Church Fellowship Time 

10:15am - Disciple Hour Classes 

11:10am—Contemporary Service 

11:00am - 3:00pm  -  Methodist Men’s 

Blue Hills BBQ 

1:00am   - Second Chance Vol 

 

 

 26   

11:00am - 3:00pm  -  Methodist Men’s 

Blue Hills BBQ 

1:00pm - Emmaus Women - C/R 

4:15pm - 6:15pm -  Girls In The Middle 

5:30pm - 6pm - Exercise Class - Library 

7:00pm - AA - La Grange Gratitude Group   

              - F/H 

 

 

27     
11:00am - 3:00pm  -  Methodist Men’s 

Blue Hills BBQ 

5:30pm - James Bible Study w/dinner - F/H 

 

 

                       

      
 

28 7:00am - Men’s Emmaus 

8:30am - Woven Women Ministry 

11:00am - 3:00pm  -  

Blue Hills BBQ

 

11:30am - Woven Women Lunch Bunch

Library 

2:00pm - Prayer Team, C/R

5:30pm -  Glory Tones Practice

7:00pm -  Choir Practice

 

 

29  
11:00am - 3:00pm  -  Methodist Men’s 

Blue Hills BBQ 

2:30pm - Setup for  On the Square  

    Downtown Trick or Treat  Booths  

3:45pm -  6:15pm - Volunteer at church 

’Trick or Treat’ on the Square court-

house - booths Medieval theme 

5:30pm - 6pm - Exercise Class - Library 

30 

7:30am - Men’s Bible Study - C/R 

8:00am - Chicken Salad Prep for BBQ - K 

11:00am - 3:00pm  -  Methodist Men’s  

                   Blue Hills BBQ 

7:00pm - AA - La Grange Gratitude Group   

              - F/H 

31 
11:00am - 3:00pm  -  Methodist Men’s 

Blue Hills BBQ 

 

 

 
 

OCTOBER 2026 
Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
10:30am - Bus leaves for Ladies Lunch  

Bunch 

11:00am - Ladies Lunch Bunch meets at 

Joe’s Place in Fayetteville 

5:30pm - 6pm - Exercise Class -  Library 

2 
7:30am - Men’s Bible Study - C/R 

7:00pm - AA - La Grange Gratitude Group   

              - F/H 

 

 

3 
2:00pm - Andy Watson Birthday Party 
12:00pm  - 4pm - Thrall High School 

Band Break Area on office side of 

church 

Men’s Emmaus - F/H 

Woven Women Ministry - F/H 

Woven Women Lunch Bunch–    

Library 

Prayer Team, C/R 

Glory Tones Practice 

Choir Practice 

8  

8:00am - 5:00pm - Life Line Screening 

5:30pm - 6pm - Exercise Class -  Library 

9 
7:30am - Men’s Bible Study - C/R 

7:00pm - AA - La Grange Gratitude Group   

              - F/H 

 

 

 
 

 

10  
 

 
 
 

 

Men’s Emmaus - F/H 

Woven Women Ministry - F/H 

Worship @ Jefferson Place 

Woven Women Lunch Bunch–    

Library 

Prayer Team, C/R 

Glory Tones Practice 

Choir Practice 

15     
3:30pm -  Methodist Men Meeting Prep -     

Kitchen 

5:30pm - 6pm - Exercise Class - Library 

6:30pm -  Methodist Men Meeting -  F/H 

 

 

 

16 7:30am - Men’s Bible Study - C/R 

8:00am - Chicken Salad Prep for BBQ - K 

11:00am - 3:00pm  -  Methodist Men’s 

Blue Hills BBQ 

  2:30 pm - Prep for La Grange Leopard  

                   Football Team Dinner 

  4:00pm - La Grange Leopard  

                   Football Team Dinner 

7:00pm - AA - La Grange Gratitude Group   

              - F/H 

17 
11:00am - 3:00pm  -  Methodist Men’s   

Blue Hills BBQ 

Men’s Emmaus - F/H 

Chicken Salad Prep for BBQ - K 

Woven Women Ministry - F/H 

3:00pm  - Second Chance Vol 

Woven Women Lunch Bunch–    

Library 

3:00pm  -  Methodist Men’s 

Blue Hills BBQ 

Prayer Team, C/R 

Glory Tones Practice 

Choir Practice 

22  
9:00am - 3:00pm  - Second Chance Vol 

11:00am - 3:00pm  -  Methodist Men’s 

Blue Hills BBQ 

5:30pm - 6pm - Exercise Class - Library 

 

 

 

 

23 
7:30am - Men’s Bible Study - C/R 

8:00am - Chicken Salad Prep for BBQ - K 

8:00am - 3:00pm  - Second Chance Vol 

11:00am - 3:00pm  -  Methodist Men’s 

Blue Hills BBQ 

7:00pm - AA - La Grange Gratitude Group   

              - F/H 

 

 

24 
8:00am - 3:00pm  - Second Chance Vol 

9:00am - 3pm -  Girls In The Middle 

Craft Prep for Christmas Craft 

Fair 

11:00am - 3:00pm  -  Methodist Men’s 

Blue Hills BBQ 

Men’s Emmaus - F/H 

Woven Women Ministry - F/H 

3:00pm  -  Methodist Men’s 

Blue Hills BBQ 

Woven Women Lunch Bunch–    

Library 

Prayer Team, C/R 

Glory Tones Practice 

Choir Practice 


