THE CHURCH AT WORSHIP
January 11, 2026

WELCOME AND GREETING
God is Good All the time.
All the time God is Good

PASSING OF THE PEACE

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP Esther Manchester
Come! Let us follow Jesus to the edge of the Jordan River to be baptized.
We come to be cleansed and made whole.

Comel! Let us witness John's confusion

and Jesus’ insistence that John baptize God Incarnate.

We come to join Jesus in choosing life in the kingdom of God.
Come! Let us hear God declare the truth of Jesus’ identity

and the truth of our identity as baptized people.

We come to remember and embody

who we are as beloved children of God.

Come! Let us worship God

who leads us into the baptismal waters and salvation life.

We come to worship God who empowers us

through divine presence to live together as the family of God.
Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, July 2025.

**HYMN OF PRAISE UMH 158

“Come, Christians, Join to Sing”
*OPENING PRAYER Esther Manchester
Eternal God, at the baptism of Jesus, you revealed him to be your Son, and
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep all who are born of water and the
Spirit faithful to their calling as your people; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever. Amen.

Posted on the Church of Scotland’s Starters for Sunday website, https./
www.churchofscotland.org.uk/home.

CHILDREN’S TIME
PROCLAMATION

**SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 3:13-17

Leader: The Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

**Gloria Patri Glory be to the Father and to the Son

And to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now,

And ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Anne Smith

SERMON “Baptism, Belonging, Belovedness”

RESPONSE

*APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in
Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Moments of silent prayer & personal confession.

Kathryn Jenkins

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

RECEIVING OF GOD’S TITHE AND OUR OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY
Ways you can give
Leave a qift in the Offering Plate
Online: www.murphyfirstumc.org/donate
Mail: PO Box 86, Murphy, NC 28906

Scan to give

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

**PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Kathryn Jenkins

*HYMN “Gather Us In” TFWS 2236

SENDING FORTH
BENEDICTION

**BENEDICTION “‘May The Lord Bless You”
May the Lord bless you, May the Lord Keep you,
May the Lord lift up His face to shine on you,

May the Lord bless you, May the Lord Keep you,
May the Lord lift up His face to shine on you.

Chiming of the Trinity
POSTLUDE

RESPONSE The light goes before us into the world.
UMH: United Methodist Hymnal
** Rise in body or spirit
Our Service of Worship has ended
Our Worship through Service begins
All are welcomed to Worship.

TFWS: The Faith We Sing

Please assist us by registering your attendance in the App or notebooks
located in the pews, if you have changed your address or phone number.

Please be aware that we are live streaming and recording this service and
will be posting it to social media.

PRAYERS and CONCERNS

Ukraine and its people; Bill and Barbara Hughes; Carl Auvil; Richard Douglass;
John Morton; Lorraine Matthews’ brother Keith Barber passed; Anne Silver and
Family

PRAYER TEAM: Email: prayfumc@gmail.com
In an effort to have room for all prayer requests we will rotate off the names every
3 weeks unless indicated, either by a notation on the blue prayer request card or
by calling the church office. 828-837-2718 or email:
admin@murphyfirstumc.org, Prayer Requests can be submitted on our
Facebook page, YouTube live stream or by calling the church office.

Memorial Donation

In Memory of Dell Douglass
Esther Manchester
Ricky & Marji Hill

s

Heads Up! - New Technology for the Church
Our new church software package allows us to send notices to folks by
email, text message and phone call. So if you receive a
text from the code, 22383, that's us.

DOWNLOAD OUR NEW MOBILE APP

Use this link https://mobile.myamplify.io/landing/WWONP or
search “My Church Home” in your app/play store. Once

you have installed it, if you wish to use all of the available
features, you must first be registered as a user in our Am-
plify system. To receive an invitation, reach out to Sue Bell at
suzie1028@gmail.com and she will initiate the invitation to register your-
self. You MUST have either a unique cell phone number or email
address . If you share email, register with your cell phone number.

The app includes the church directory.

Due to technical issues with shortcode 22383, (the number that our new
system uses when sending out messages); we will be transitioning all
messaging to our backup shortcode 34166 for the foreseeable future. If
you see this code on a message it is from the church.

ONLINE GIVERS we’ve changed our giving platform. E]m'ﬁ'é?@
Please use the new QR code in today’s bulletin or the ,5'9{5;;3‘\-
online button on the web page. Please also turn off your r%ﬁg
Vanco donation if you are already giving online—for help send & LR

an email to admin@murphyfirstumc.org

i During Worship (11am)*

Parents of 'Younq Children

Nursery (2 rooms) - Birth-2, and 3-5 year olds OHUROH
Worship readiness—K-5th Grade

No Worship Readiness on Communion Sundays. Kids

stay in church.

*Nursery is open from 9:45am-12pm, though children are welcome in wor-
ship and will then be released after Children’s Time to return to their nursery
or Worship Readiness or remain in the Sanctuary




THE GRACE OF JESUS CHRIST

158 Come, Christians, Join to Sing
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1. Come, Chris-tians, join to sing: Al - le - lu - ia! A - men!
2. Come, lift your hearts on high: Al - le - lu - ial A - men!
3. Praise yet the Lord a- gain: Al - le - lu - ia! A - men!
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loud praise to  Christour King:  Al-le - lu - ial A - men!
Let prais-es fill the sky: Al - le - lu - ial A - men!
Life shall not end the strain: Al -le - lu - ial A - men!
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Let all, with heart and voice, be - fore his throne re-joice;
He is our guide andfriend; to us he’ll con- de-scend;
On heav-en’s bliss- ful shore  his good-ness we’ll a- dore,
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praise is  his

his love shall
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gra-cious choice.
nev - er end:
ev - er - more:
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Al- le - lu - ia! A - men!
Al- le - lu - ial A - men!
Al- le - lu - ial A - men!
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WORDS: Christian Henry Bateman,

MUSIC: Trad. melody; arr. by Benjamin Carr, 1824; harm. by Austin C. Lovelace, 1963

Harm. © 1964 Abingdon Press
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SPANISH HYMN
66.66 D

Sermon Notes
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THE NATURE OF THE CHURCH

2236 Gather Us In

A u ; ) i [ — I\
[l #u €3 ] | L | - | I ! i 1\ ]
5 g
1 ¥ 1 — | ]
| o
1. Here in this place new light is stream-ing,
2. We are the young — our lives are a mys - t’ry,
3. Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter,
4. Not in the dark of build - ings con - fin - ing,
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now is the dark - ness van - ished a - way, ’
we are the old — who vyearn for your face,
here we will take the bread of new birth,
not in some heav - en, light- years a - way, but
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see in this space our fears and our dream-ings,
we have been sung through - out all of his - t’ry,
here you shall call your sons and your daugh - ters,
here in  this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu-man race.

call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is the King-dom, now is the day.
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Gath-er us in —the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in — the
Gath-er us in — the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in — the
Give us to drink the wine of com- pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for - ev - er, gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a-wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart so meek and so low-ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in —all peo-ples to-geth-er,

WORDS: Marty Haugen (Matt. 5:13) GATHER US IN
MUSIC: Marty Haugen Irregular

© 1982 GIA Publications, Inc.

we shall a_rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and  hearts that are true.

fire of love in our flesh and our bone.
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Next Week: January 18, 2026 . U %
Second Sunday after Epiphany ME F@@ M} NG =
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P P —— First United Methodist Church
v JMMPWBET CARGQTD
Sunday, January 11 Thursday, January 15
Sunday School 9:45 am Mom'’s Spiritual Formation 9:30 am TRUSTXCREATORCD M U rp hy’ N C
Worship Service 11:00 am Soul Table 11:30 am O KROUL I VE ZWULI GHT
Friends of Harshaw Chapel 3:30 pm
Monday, January 12 Finance Committee 5:30 pm K B CHURCHTNZBTIBLE
Preschool 8:00 am ) QU SNICS JKDU2Z2ZBU&PAZ
Yoga 10:30 am Friday, January 16
Chair Exercise class 11:30 pm Preschool 8:00 am wpPpIMHTROIVASAMI
Undecorate Fellowship Hall 12:00 pm Chair Exercise class 11:30 pm P Z ELOATI AMHIONX I RBE
Tuesday January 13 Saturday, January 17 I S NOPREUPI QK BAGV
Trustees 5:30 pm Al Anon 10:00 am L I I HETFXUTTIKYDTO
Wednesday, January 14 Sunday, January 18 L TVRZMULOZ®PCGTIEL
Preschool 8:00 am Sunday School 9:45 am
Worship Meeting 10:00 am Worship Service 11:00 am I' UUNNTITATNUOMSMT
Chair Exercise class 11:30 pm Pot Luck Luncheon 12:15 pm K HC LWTGNTII KU RXTEUT PSTC
Children’s Choir 3:15 pm
Bells 4:30 pm J P L KDREMHUZPEMHSF L B
Potluck lunch
January18 with Children’s Ministry the NLBREVIRBRLWVETF
Hosts. T P KOSWIKIKY Y BB OVD
WORD LIST
BIBLE KING OLIVE SHEPHERD
OUR FAITHFULNESS 2026 CSURCH whi% EAREARD,SE STAR
. CREATOR LIGH v TEMPLE
Worship attendance January 4 178 GRACE LOVE ROCK TRUST
Received January 4 $ 11 ,548 HOPE MOUNTAIN SAVIOR VINE
Detailed Financial information is available at the church office upon request. \ %r%ﬁwf{x?._/
Monthly Giving ReportJanuary 2026
TRUSTEE ON CALL
’ January—Blake Hughes
so $10,000 $20.000 530,000 s S R VR R e e S R e e T S it e |
m Giving So Far Monthly Goal: $36,730 Staff
: ission is to:
Rev. Wil Posey, Pastor O_ur Mission 15 o . ,
pastor@murphyfirstumc.org Live as a community transformed by God’s grace,
FROM THE H [ 386-647‘6181 H
el o 0 1 OVE With The Sontence sent to love and serve like Jesus.
Forgive yourself for not knowing earlier Suzanne West, Director of Music
what only time could teach.” music@murphyfirstumc.org
Maggie Corrigan, Administrative Assistant Our Vision is to:
admin@murphyfirstumc.org Build communities of hope where all people
: Jack Frahmann, Treasurer experience belonging and abundant life.
Many thanks to all the wonderful people who helped take the Christmas Treasurer@murphyfirstumec.org P gIng
decorations down Sunday. All your help was truly appreciated. Dottie )
Patty Singer, Nursery Worker
Mary Lee, Nursery Worker 73 Valley River Avenue, P. O. Box 86

Marlene Gray, Nursery Worker
y y Murphy, NC 28906

Bridget Esterhuizen, Preschool Lead Teacher/ (828) 837-2718 - Office

You will find a “Blessing Box” in our narthex. We are asking for and Director
accepting all donations to keep the Blessing Box at the Child Develop- Preschool@murphyfirstumc.org _ _
ment Center in Murphy stocked with food and other items for families JoAnn Moore, Preschool Teacher Web5|te: www.murphyfirstumc.org

who have a need. We are looking for easily opened cans and packages Everyone, Ministers WiFI: MFUMC-Guest pw fumcguestl!

of food which folks, without much in the way of personal items, can ac- " Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/fumcmurphy
cess and utilize. Small packages of personal toiletries will also be gladly Church Office Hours

accepted. If you have any questions, please call Nancy Jo Willis (850- Tuesday - Thursday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
428-3636). Monday and Friday Closed




