THE CHURCH AT WORSHIP
January 18, 2026
Second Sunday after the Epiphany

WELCOME AND GREETING
God is Good All the time.
All the time God is Good

PASSING OF THE PEACE

PRELUDE
*CALL TO WORSHIP Esther Manchester
Children of God, who has God called you to be?

A light to all the nations!

When confusion, disunity, and misinformation

threaten to undo us, who are you called to be?

A light to all the nations!

When wars and rumors of wars in our communities

and around the world overwhelm us, who are you called to be?

A light to all the nations!

When the vulnerable are left without care

or hope for flourishing, who are you called to be?

A light to all the nations!

Come! Let us worship God,

who gives us as a light of good news to all the nations!

We come to worship God, who calls us

and equips us to reflect God’s glory

and abundant life into all the world. Amen.

**HYMN OF PRAISE UMH 57

“O For A Thousand Tongues”
**OPENING PRAYER Esther Manchester
Guide our feet, Lord. Show us the light of grace when we would judge oth-
ers too harshly. Warm our hearts with the glow of your love when we would
spew icy words of spite. lllumine our souls with joyful delight when sad-
ness tries to take over the day. Shine brightly on us today, Lord, until we

reflect your glory as a witness to this world. Amen.
Wihitten by Kwasi Kena, The Africana Worship Book Year A (Nashville: Discipleship Resources,

2006), 84.

CHILDREN’S TIME
PROCLAMATION

**SCRIPTURE READING  Matthew 5:16

Leader: The Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

**Gloria Patri Glory be to the Father and to the Son

And to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now,

And ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Ann Miller Woodford

SERMON “Be The Light”

UMH 585

RESPONSE “This Little Light of Mine”

*APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in
Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Ann Smith
Moments of silent prayer & personal confession.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

RECEIVING OF GOD’S TITHE AND OUR OFFERINGS

E];:;.l '?“E‘

OFFERTORY
Ways you can give
Leave a qift in the Offering Plate iz
Online: www.murphyfirstumc.org/donate
Mail:_ PO Box 86, Murphy, NC 28906

Scan to give

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

**PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Ann Smith

*HYMN “God Will Take Care of You” UMH 130
SENDING FORTH

BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION “May The Lord Bless You”
May the Lord bless you, May the Lord Keep you,
May the Lord lift up His face to shine on you,

May the Lord bless you, May the Lord Keep you,
May the Lord lift up His face to shine on you.

Chiming of the Trinity
POSTLUDE

RESPONSE The light goes before us into the world.
UMH: United Methodist Hymnal
** Rise in body or spirit
Our Service of Worship has ended
Our Worship through Service begins
All are welcomed to Worship.

TFWS: The Faith We Sing

Please assist us by registering your attendance in the App or notebooks
located in the pews, if you have changed your address or phone number.

Please be aware that we are live streaming and recording this service and
will be posting it to social media.

PRAYERS and CONCERNS

Ukraine and its people; Bill and Barbara Hughes; Carl Auvil, Richard Douglass;
John Morton; Lorraine Matthews’ brother Keith Barber passed; Teresa; Lori;
Freddie Lochaby; Paula & Dennis Widstrom; The family of Debbie Thompson;
The Family of Chris Peck.

PRAYER TEAM: Email: prayfumc@gmail.com
In an effort to have room for all prayer requests we will rotate off the names every
3 weeks unless indicated, either by a notation on the blue prayer request card or
by calling the church office. 828-837-2718 or email:
admin@murphyfirstumc.org, Prayer Requests can be submitted on our
Facebook page, YouTube live stream or by calling the church office.

Come renew your soul and tap into your creativity
with

Art & Soul

A contemplative art experience exploring themes such as
wilderness, self-reflection, and compassion.
Using visual art and writing prompts, we will take time to breathe,
contemplate, and create. No art background required. Materials provided.

At The Cherokee County Arts Council
Wednesdays from 1-2pm on the following dates in 2026
February 25th March 4th March 11th March 18th
Sponsored by Murphy First UMC, The CCAC, and Common Ground
To sign up-call Sue Corley 561-329-4111 or email pastorsuecorley@yahoo.com

Lent Devotional 2026
Ash Wednesday is February 18 and begins the season of Lent as we journey to-
ward Easter. We are inviting our congregation to contribute to a Lenten Devotional
booklet that will begin on Ash Wednesday. This year, we will focus on the Gospel
of John, so please select your scripture from John's gospel.
Please use this format to develop your devotional that will become part of the
church wide booklet.
Title for your devotional (optional)
Scripture that accompanies your devotion - preferably from the Gospel of
John (1-2 verse maximum)
1-2 paragraphs of what the season of Lent and Easter mean to you. (Try to
keep it as brief as you can for space purposes!)
Sentence prayer or a closing statement to sum up your devotional
Your name
You must submit your devotion by Sunday February 8 to be included in the book-
let. Email your devotion to D'Anna Liber @ liber765 @ comcast.net.
If you have questions or need assistance, please contact D'Anna Liber (770-853-
6814) As this season begins, let us begin our journey toward Easter together.

—

Mﬁarents of Young Children

Bru

ROH

During Worship (11am)*

Nursery (2 rooms) - Birth-2, and 3-5 year olds
Worship readiness—K-5th Grade

No Worship Readiness on Communion Sundays. Kids
stay in church.

*Nursery is open from 9:45am-12pm, though children are welcome in wor-
ship and will then be released after Children’s Time to return to their nursery
or Worship Readiness or remain in the Sanctuary




THE GLORY OF THE TRIUNE GOD

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
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This Little Light of Mine
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*May be omitted
WORDS: Charles Wesley, 1739 AZMON
MUSIC: Carl G. Gléser; arr. by Lowell Mason, 1839 CM

Alt. tune: RICHMOND
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2. Everywhere I go
3. All through the night
LATTIMER

WORDS: Afro-American spiritual (Mt. 5:14-16)
MUSIC: Afro-American spiritual; adapt. by William Farley Smith, 1987

Adapt. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House
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God Will Take Care of You
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WORDS: Civilla D. Martin, 1904
MUSIC: W. Stillman Martin, 1905

MARTIN
CM with Refrain



Next Week: January 25, 2026
Third Sunday after Epiphany

This Week’s Ministry Opportunities

Sunday, January 18

Sunday School 9:45 am
Worship Service 11:00 am
Pot Luck Lunch is Cancelled

Monday, January 19

Preschool 8:00 am
Yoga 10:30 am
Chair Exercise class 11:30 am

Tuesday January 20

Wednesday, January 21

Thursday, January 22

Mom's Spiritual Formation 9:30 am
Soul Table 11:30 am
Friends of Harshaw Chapel 3:30 pm
Finance Committee 5:30 pm
Friday, January 23

Preschool 8:00 am
Chair Exercise class 11:30 am

Saturday, January 24
Al Anon 10:00 am

Preschool 8:00 am Sunday, January 25

Worship Meeting 10:00 am Sunday School 9:45 am
Greeting Card Ministry 10;30 am Worship Service 11:00 am
UWF- Willing Hands 11:30 am Youth 4:00 pm
Chair Exercise class 11:30 am

Children’s Choir 3:15 pm Our Next Potluck Lunch will be February
Bells 4:30 pm 15 and the Administrative Council will be
History Committee 5:00 pm the hosts. Please plan to attend and
Choir 5:30 pm bring something for the table.

OUR FAITHFULNESS 2026
Worship attendance January 11 157
Received January 11 $ 2,945

Detailed Financial information is available at the church office upon request.

Monthly Giving Report January 2026

i ~
WORDSENRGE
T G G F K G OO A Y PR ACWJI DB B S
J F HWMEMHTELHTEBSBTFEPYH X A
N X X X DH U Z T HWNOSI KMOOCGC2ZC
G R A CEDMOT 1 $ J UNELOV YR
MK E V E G F | WS NS EL Y MUEM.I
I Z P O C D A O AP OKA I MP S 2 F F
S G I  WW F L L ROV S J A J RE NGB I
Z C KM MT V OY G UV NJL AL OALC
H O 2 C B A E KRR I D Z S P Y CA S E
U C A O TRRMHMEDMNWVY X J D E A HNE
Uu v DI Q A F J P E R H EBE K JRRTE WV
vV S OH C X Z ENOF UWNWU I I VM
X M O L N O 1 T CERRUSERMAATS
Z N J P U U S N E D EPHYRS 1IN E
R E X C R UC I F I X I ONTMSGHT
O AR F VB QMADAY WU J L DL E WP
P P I P E EREDEMPT I ONOWLE A
K I NG D OMD 1 S C 1 P L ESRWCBSB
Z 8 E L O S T M®RZIHKYOPMOSE SO
O D JWOR S H I P QS TXF K Y S V L
WORD LIST
AL EDEN JERUSALEM PRAYER
ANGEL EVE JESUS PROPUET
AR FAITH NG DN REDEMPTION
BAPTISN FORGIVENESS LORD RESURRECTYION
BETHLENEM GCO MURACLE SACRIFICE
COMMANDMENTS GRACE MOSES SALVATION
CRUCIFEUON HEAVEN ROAH WORSHIP
L DISCIPLES HOLY C}(qu,,:/,vp v i _
OUETS s ATVE E X S

Greeting Card Ministry will meet Wednesday, January 21at 10:30 in
Fellowship hall. All are welcome to come and help make Valentines for
our college students and home bound.

Please call or email Sharon Francis sharonk1017@gmail.com or
828-644-1105 if you have any questions.

s0 $10,000 $20,000 $30,000
m Giving So Far Monthly Goal: $36,730
- Keep fighting for the Good.

Keep showing up. Keep loving. Keep giving back.
Keep being kind. Keep being brave. Keep caring.
Keep trying new things. Keep showing grace.
Keep on. This world needs you to believe in the good.

February is our month to collect for Hurlburt Johnson Friendship
House (homeless shelter)

Please donate what you can
Liquid Laundry Detergent large Jugs
Laundry Powders 64 load size
Toilet Paper
Paper Towels
Dish Soap
All Purpose Cleaner
Windex (window cleaner)
Toilet Bowl Cleaner
Trash Bags Large and Kitchen
Food items are always appreciated

TRUSTEE ON CALL
January—Blake Hughes
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Staff

Rev. Wil Posey, Pastor
pastor@murphyfirstumc.org
386-647-6181

Suzanne West, Director of Music
music@murphyfirstumc.org

Maggie Corrigan, Administrative Assistant
admin@murphyfirstumc.org

Jack Frahmann, Treasurer
Treasurer@murphyfirstumc.org

Patty Singer, Nursery Worker
Mary Lee, Nursery Worker
Marlene Gray, Nursery Worker

Bridget Esterhuizen, Preschool Lead Teacher/

Director
Preschool@murphyfirstumc.org

JoAnn Moore, Preschool Teacher
Everyone, Ministers

Church Office Hours

Tuesday - Thursday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Monday and Friday Closed

First United Methodist Church
Murphy, NC

Our Mission is to:
Live as a community transformed by God’s grace,
sent to love and serve like Jesus.

Our Vision is to:
Build communities of hope where all people
experience belonging and abundant life.

73 Valley River Avenue, P. O. Box 86
Murphy, NC 28906
(828) 837-2718 - Office

Website: www.murphyfirstumc.org
WiFI: MFUMC-Guest pw fumcguestl!
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/fumcmurphy



