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FUMC Communicator — September 2026

Having now participated in nine listening sessions in the past month and a half, one thing |
have heard again and again is a deep love and appreciation for the music at Murphy First. In one
session, five out of eight people said that the reason they joined the church was the music. Many
more have said that the music was one of the things they love most about Murphy First.

So far, I've only experienced the summer offerings of our music program, but it's not hard for
me to see why Murphy First's music is so beloved. Suzanne West is a fantastic organist and choral
director. The choir is strong and enthusiastic. And we have an amazing rotation of pianists who lend
their immense talents to the worship. Seriously, the level of talent here was a much welcome sur-
prise. And | haven't even heard the handbells yet!

It's not terribly surprising that the music should play such a large role in people’s love for
Murphy First. In my experience, music is one of the most important parts of worship for people.

It's interesting that the Lord made us this way, isn't it? God designed us to be musical crea-
tures. Music has this profound effect upon us, not just giving us rhythm to dance to, or joyful melo-
dies to sing, but also opening our spirits up to the presence of the Lord. I've heard so many times as
I'm greeting people after church, “"Good sermon, pastor, but wow! the music was powerful today. It
was just what | needed.” Music often preaches God’'s Word better than | ever could.

Scripture bears witness to the power of music. There's a story in 1 Samuel where an evil spirit
torments Israel’s first king, Saul. And David, before he was officially Israel’s king, was Saul’s armor-
bearer and personal musician. Whenever Saul was afflicted with the evil spirit, “David took the lyre
and played it with his hand, and Saul would be relieved and feel better, and the evil spirit would de-
part from him.” (1 Sam. 16:23).

Music is so spiritually powerful that it can drive out an evil spirit! Perhaps that shouldn't be a
surprise to us. I've been rescued out of a funk by the Beach Boys' “Wouldn't It Be Nice?” more times
than | care to admit. Dostoevsky said, “Beauty will save the world,” and | believe the beauty of music
can communicate salvation in Christ like nothing else can.

..Continued on Page 2
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Continued from Page 1...

Another example from Scripture:
St. Paul writes, “be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs
among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts” (Eph. 5:19).

Music is a way for us to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Which means that music is a means of
grace. It is a way for us to become holy like God is holy. When we're in the car by ourselves, belting
out some hymn or worship song behind the wheel, we aren’t simply singing or worshiping; we are

growing closer to the Lord. We are allowing the Holy Spirit to mold us and shape us to be more like
Jesus.

So | feel blessed to be part of a church where music is so central to the life of the congrega-
tion. My hope is that the music ministry of Murphy First will continue to flourish and bring the beau-
ty of salvation in Jesus Christ to many new souls.

With peace and gratitude,

Pastor Evan

Alpha Youth are kicking off the fall semester with a rafting trip on the Nantahala River on September 20! We
will be heading to Fast Rivers Rafting on the Nantahala following the potluck lunch at church. The cost is $20/
person, but please don't let cost be a barrier to your youth attending.

A signed liability waiver and Alpha permission form is required for all attendees.

If you would like to support Alpha and help it continue to grow, consider sponsoring a
youth for this rafting trip for $60, which will pay the full price for the rafting trip. Your sup-
port will help us make disciples of the next generation.

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Evan at pastor@murphyfirstumc.org.

The QR code for the registration form is here:

» The Children’s Center Preschool is happy to report that school started on a stag-
: l‘/ gered start up schedule August 24, 26 & 28. We are exceeding our enrollment goal
\:W/ of 18 students and have 20 students enrolled in our 2026/27 school year. Children
/ and families were eager to get started with this fall's program. We are excited to

FUMC CHILDRE 'S CENTER welcome back several returning families as well as greet new families joining us!

SSOR) BASED PRISCHOO)

The staff of the Children’s Center is most appreciative of the ten church volunteers
who helped with the cleaning and prep day on the afternoon of Sunday August 16!!! We needed and asked
for help and you stepped up!! Bless you for reaching out to help us in this way!!

Remember, there will be NO SCHOOL on Monday, September 7 in observance of Labor Day. The Children’s
Center follows the Cherokee County School Calendar.
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Trustees Corner

We have a dedicated group that meets
on the 2™ and 4" Thursday of the month
= to mow and weed eat the grounds at the .
Tf w/ @t Harshaw Chapel. One of 03r group some- K2
TRUSTEES times works alone on Wednesday and
gets a good start with the rest arriving Thursday morning.
Some start at 7:00, others follow at 8:00ish. If you want to
join in, bring your mower or weed eater and gain the pleas-
ure of helping keep the grounds looking fresh and mani-
cured. Each new member of our team shortens the cutting
time about 15 minutes. We have about equal numbers of
men and women that participate making their own little are-
as beautiful again. So come and join us; we need a few more
to lighten the load. It can be a time of work, fun, camaraderie, and fellowship.

For those of our church who would like a little smaller task,
== we need regular weeding and cleaning up of the plant beds,
‘weeds at the base of the fellowship hall and the sanctuary.
Trimming of shrubs in front of the prayer garden and blow-
Bl ing off all the walks and parking areas. Helping to keep the
kudzu in check that is climbing our rear property line.

T " At the recent volunteer fair four people signed up to take
_ on some of these tasks. Three have been plugged in, help-
3 ing lighten the load. If you would like to participate, check
&= in with any of the Trustees.

=" Bruce Peck, Chair

Our potluck lunches on the
3rd Sunday of the month fol-
lowing worship begin again
this month. The Mission
Team will host the September
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Soul Table Update

There's something special that happens every week when the doors open and the smell of a
home-cooked meal fills the fellowship hall — and that something has touched more lives than
ever. Over the past 34 weeks, we've welcomed 1498 guests through our doors, serving an aver-
+ age of 68 meals each week for a total of 3,097 meals shared — all at a cost of just $1.49 per

4+ meal. That's good stewardship, but it's really a story about people: our volunteers have given
4+ 380 shifts of their time (about 11 faithful hands each week), and if we put a dollar value on that
7r generosity at $15.00 an hour, it comes to $19,237.00. Add in $5,153.20 worth of donated des-
¢ serts, and our church family has poured over $24,000 in love and labor into Soul Table. We're
¥r especially thankful to welcome 6 new volunteers who signed up at the recent volunteer fair —
7 thank you for saying yes! And remember, there's always room for more helping hands (and let's
i be honest, there's always room for more dessert too!).

S X X X X
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¥ None of this would be possible without the local farms and growers who share their harvest with ¥«
¥ us: Happy Valley Farm, Seven Meadows Farm, SMM, Medicine Wheel, Sweetwater Farm, Family 7
» Garden Farm, and Casa Canaan Farm. Much of this bounty comes to us through the Cherokee/ ¢
7 Clay Food Alliance Food Hub in Andrews, a true blessing to our community. Every plate we serve
carries a little piece of home — grown by neighbors, cooked with love, and shared freely with

. anyone who walks through our doors. I
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Keep the following in
Iy €r'S  your thoughts and
lecase == prayers: Bruce Peck

Ukraine and its people;

Trustee on Call for September

members of the Armed Forces; Barbara Hughes; Carl
Auvil; Cissy Dyer; Rex Odom; Bob Parker; Eric Brant;

Keisha Licata; Karen Forker; Matt Heltzel; Natalia O c>Coc 22—

Donley-Telmosse; Evangeline & Mother Sonia; Sheila
Snow; Laura; Joni Langston; Mario Howdeshell; Joe
Ebbing; Scott Kleinhanzl; Tammy Pulliam; Kathy; John

Sato; Beth McClure; Columbian earthquake victims;
Sharon Hotchkiss; Maureen Ripper; Friends, Families
& Relationships; Elizabeth Garrett; Nepal Victims.

Prayer Team: prayfumc@gmail.com.

In an effort to have room for all prayer requests we Pastor EVaD Hill
will rotate off the names every 3 weeks unless pastor@murphyfirstumc.org

indicated, either by a notation on the blue prayer Suzanne West—Director of Music
request card or by calling the church office. music@murphyfirstumc.org
828-837-2718 or email: Maggie Corrigan—Admin Asst
admin@murphyfirstumc.org . .
admin@murphyfirstumc.org
Prayer Requests can be submitted through our Jack Frahmann—Treasurer

mobile app, on our Facebook page, YouTube live treasurer@murphvfirstumc.org
stream or by calling the church office. Bridget Esterhuizen—Preschool Dir.

preschool@murphyfirstumc.org
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the church office.

~y Choir starts back on Sept 9 with childcare provided. Bells start back on 53 = -
. s September 16 with two new ringers, and we would love to have

more. Choir will be joining again with the Andrews FUMC choir (Jacob
Gilbert, director) for two presentations of a cantata under the leadership 'U—}.
of both directors. Our pre-worship pianists, Kerry Archer, Charlene Smith -
and Judi Teston, are already working on spectacular music for the Christ-
mas season! The choir is also excited to welcome Judi Teston as the choir

-~ accompanist. We are grateful for Sue Parker’s help once again with chil-

A~ dren'’s choir and are thankful for nursery workers who provide child care
during choir rehearsals. Safe Sanctuary guidelines require us to have two
people with kids at all times so if you would like to help out, please contact

SSoSSSSSSSSSSSS=

The first meeting for

‘ Roots345 will be Septem-
ber 13 from 4-6 p.m. at the
church. Kids in third, fourth
and fifth grade are invited to
join their peers for fun fellowship and faith formation. Din-
ner is provided. For more information, reach out to Kendra
Fokakis 601-466-3089.

Worship Readiness

resumes September 13! OP‘ 8
Children kindergarten
through fifth grade are in- H RO
vited to join their peers for
a kid-oriented worship service upstairs in
the education building after the children’s
moment during "big church.”
.\.. r o./’t\....‘ o./’.\.. ’/.\‘;. o’—’.{.

The Moms’ Spiritual Formation small

group will resume its weekly Thursday
@ ﬁr’ ~) morning meetings on September 10 from
\\\ G / 9:30-11:30 a.m. upstairs in the Education
\/\/Ol‘{))elw Q Building. Childcare is provided. For more

information, reach out to Kendra Fokakis,
601-466-3089.

Within the historic
setting of Harshaw
Chapel, join us on
Thursday, Sept 10
at 6 p.m. for a
Taizeé service, providing a time for peaceful re-
flection. Invite a friend! Led by Ann Smith.

Children’s choir rehearsals
resume on Wednesday,
Sept 16, including a class
in choir chimes as well as
preparation of a mini
Christmas musical with
speaking and singing
parts.

Genesis Chonr

) Elementary Sunday

L. School will begin meeting
m“l on September 13 at 9:45 a.m.
upstairs in the education
building. Children kindergar-
ten through fifth grade are
invited to attend!

study on Julian of Nor-
wich: The Showings: Un-
covering the Face of the
Feminine in Revelations
of Divine Love by Mirabai
Starr.

Read the introduction and Chapters 1-9 be-
fore the first meeting.

Contact Ann at annsmith828@gmail.com if
you have any questions or are interested.
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}Murphj First United Methodist Church
_Ha"oween Tmn’( or Treat

Saturt!ag Odo{:er 31
4£.00 -7-00 PM

Need Church Family Members to help with the event either by donating candy and/or
participating.

Candy
o Please bring candy and/or treats into the main office by Thursday October 29.

¢ Please email Vera Confer at vaconfer/@gmail.com by Thursday October 22 if you
want to participate or ask questions.

e Arrive by 3:15 PM to set up

¢ Once parked in Trunk or Treat area, the vehicle must stay in that spot until the

event is completed. (It is too dangerous to leave with the pedestrian traffic)

If not able to stay the entire time, help in handing out candy is always appreciated

Please no pets

Dressing up and decorating your trunk or your table is optional

We serve our community by this event and geez it really is fun.

On Saturday October 31* at 12:00 PM we will be closing off the church parking lot.




THIS |\ /] MONTH'S

anniversaries

09/01—Tim & Lori Nicholson
09/04—Flip & Karen Watson
09/08—John & Rachel Snow Il
09/26—Daniel & Karen Lawrence
09/28—Grant & Maggie Corrigan

If your anniversary does not appear
above, we do not have a valid date for
you. Please contact Maggie in the
church office to correct this.
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# birthdays

09/07—1Janie Forrister; Marji Hill
3?309/08 Demi Killian
ﬂ-";309/10—Jack|e Moser
,';B‘ 09/11—John Snow IV
" 09/12—Bette Feistkorn; Sharon Hotchkiss
3"@309/13 Martha Palmer
3%309/14 Alaina Palmer
%% 09/22—Duncan Sumpter
% 09/24—Nancy Cate; Marie Kumar
ﬁ09/27—Dottie Wershing
3?309/28—Patty Singer; Dan Stroup
ﬁO9/29—Debbie Alringer
E?309/30—Harbour Clonts

r)

=

¥ %

% If your birthday does not appear above,
&
«» we do not have a valid date for you.

gPlease contact Maggie in the church

The Missions Team is excited to welcome new
members as we move into the holiday season! The
next meeting is September 14 at 11:30 in the Fel-
lowship Hall. Even if you did not sign up to join us,
you are WELCOME to come and learn about Mis-
sions and what we do! Projects planned for the next
several months:

e Christmas-themed photo shoot at the Murphy
Rehab

e Annual s'more and popcorn station at the
Christmas parade

e Support of the local Angel Tree

o Christmas Box project (headed by Willing
Hands)

e Support of local families through the Ministerial
Association

We are also looking for new leadership beginning in

January of 2027. Our mission work makes an impact

locally, regionally, nationally and internationally.

Come join us and see just how much fun HELPING

can be!

% office to correct this.
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Find us on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/fumcmurphy .

The History Committee will
meet at 5 p.m. on Tuesday,
Sept 15 in the library beside
Pastor Evan's office. Anyone is

/\ welcome to attend. If you
b would like more information,

7‘(1‘5‘{0}:7 please reach out to Lori Nichol-
Commiliee sON (828-360-4899) or Charlene
Smith (828-361-1519).



2026 SCHOOL & BACKPACK BLESSING
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We believe faith

'. United love in action :
4 Women action
g in Faith

the world. sisterhood

"United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nurture women through Christian spiritual
formation, leadership development, creative fellowship, and education so that they can inspire, in-
fluence and impact local and global communities.” In 2026, it is our intention to lean into this, fo-
cusing on the four listed requirements to produce the predicted outcome.

August was a busy month for the United Women of Faith. The August 9th Volunteer Fair was a suc-
cess. We had several inquiries and 2 new visitors at our monthly meeting. Thank you to Penny Dief-
fenderfer for helping with the signs and all who brought cookies, and, of course, the popcorn
queen, Dottie Wershing!

On August 15, seven members of our group enjoyed a delicious brunch before the Smoky Moun-
tain District Annual Celebration with an additional member joining the group via ZOOM. Thank
you, ladies.

With the help of our congregation, we filled 77 backpacks and delivered them on August 17 to the
Murphy Elementary, Middle and High Schools. The United Women of Faith discussed the backpack
program in which we used our resources without addressing the Bull Dog Boutique. This is a high
school program which furnishes students with t-shirts, deodorant, and/or anti-perspirant. Everyone
is invited to donate to this cause by placing items in bin located in Narthex.

On the 3rd Wednesday, the Greeting Card Ministry met and prepared approximately 35 cards. The
monthly meeting followed. Willing Hands took care of a little business and then heard from Kellie

Wilson on the benefits of good friends during any transition as well as her hope that Porter thrives
in his new home.

On August 21, United Women in Faith hosted a Blood Drive with the American Red Cross. With
planning and coordination of volunteers, we donated 39 units. That is 22 more units than the cycle
before. Thank you, Carole Goffus.

And finally, Willing Hands donated two large boxes of supplies to CHOICES, Murphy Pregnancy &
Family Center. Thank you to Nancy Jo Willis and Anita Sloan.

Project AGAPE Shoe Box Project is our September mission. Additional information is in the Narthex
for your consideration. For more information, please call Penny 71'
Diffenderfer at (912) 657-4467. " S

Upcoming Events; Until September 16, Collecting AGAPE Shoe-
Boxes.

September 16, 10:30 a.m. Greeting Card Ministry, 11:30 a.m.
UWF monthly meeting in the Fellowship Hall. Our September
meeting will feature Sacred Pause, a presentation by our Spiritual
Growth Coordinator, Ann Smith.

Anyone interested in additional information regarding United Wom-
en of Faith, please reach out to Sarah June at (828) 361-1330 or Galil
Peck at (407) 529-9354.
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3:15 p.m. Children’s
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4:30 p.m. Handbells
5:30 p.m. Choir
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ole Stu
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3:15 p.m. Children’s
Choir
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5:30 p.m. Choir
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- United Methodist Church

P. 0. Box 86 (73 Valley River Avenue)
Murphy, NC 28906

STAFF:

Rev. Evan Hill, Pastor
pastor@murphyfirstumc.org
Maggie Corrigan, Admin. Assistant
admin@murphyfirstume.org
Jack Frahmann, Treasurer
treasurer@murphyfirstume.org
Suzanne West, Director of Music
music@murphyfirstume.org

Bridget Esterhuizen, Preschool Dir.

preschool@murphyfirstumc.org
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Our Mission is to live as a community transformed by God’s grace, sent to love and serve like Jesus.

Our Vision is to build communities of hope where all people experience belonging and abundant life.
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