

LOVE IS

BRC Good morning

It’s always a blessing & an absolute pleasure to be able to speak here at Blue Ridge Church

However, today almost didn’t happen, you want to know why? (pause)
Well, I always get very excited when pastors Scott or Cody ask me if I would like to bring the word on Sundays. You see often it is so far in advance that the topic/series may not be determined yet. So, I am full of anticipation of what the topic/series is going to be….then once the date is solidified. My topic is unveiled. 
 
Well, about 7-8 weeks ago. I was informed that we were going to do a Love series, and I was like ‘naw I’m good’

At that time, I really did not want to get into my feelings and honestly I’m kinda an ‘unsparing’ person at times. So, I would be like preaching to myself

I was really hoping I could speaking on something I am good at already like humility of something like that. 

But here we are serving-up our 5th week of LOVE IS 

2mins

If you have been here or listened to any portions of this series. When you hear the word love what do you think of? Some automatically think of a secular, commercialized, type of  LOVE (low voice)….I’m talking about that Luther Vandross (will sing the opening: Always and forever…..). Or maybe so of you think of that butterfly in your stomach or sappy type of LOVE emotion such as Tim McGraw (will sing the opening: Johnny’ daddy was taking him fishing…..)

We are awake now. Great b/c we ain’t talking about that kind of LOVE is this morning. 

3.30min

Before we get further into the TALK for today, quick intro. I’m Hardee, and I am one of the many volunteers in the church.

Why is love so important to understand? Shoot, if we really want to know GOD more intimately, and/or want to be a more mature believer in Christ, we got too? 
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Well, we first need to understand that LOVE in the biblical sense, is not a request from God but a requirement. It’s a requirement b/c to fully understand the gravity of God’s passion for us. We must have a true understanding of this complicated topic. Now if any of you are like me, love = feeling, feeling = emotions, and I do not have time for that. B/c I’ve got things to do and deadlines to meet. Many of us have a “let’s table that emotion stuff for later” but later never comes and we aren’t built to be love-LESS. Lets be truthful with each other. Having to trust in those that I see regularly is hard to do. 
BUT LOVING, Bruuuuh. That’s almost impossible. 

Now, if you are present today and you are still trying to warm-up to the fact that there first is a creator of this thing we call life. Furthermore, this all loving, all powerful, & always present (omnipresent) GOD loves you the way you are BUT he has so much more he wants for you.  
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[bookmark: _Hlk211398788]Mark 12:29-30 (NLT) Jesus replied, “The most important commandment is this:  ‘Listen, O Israel? The LORD our God is the one and only LORD. And you must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all you soul and your mind, and all you strength. 
· Love GOD with all you heart, Soul, and mind: 
· It does say love God by going to church, helping the poor, and do not eat Oreos before going to get your teeth cleaned. 
· We are talking fullness of love

We continue with the second part.

[bookmark: _Hlk211398807]Mark 12:31 (NLT) The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ No other commandment is greater than these.” 
· Followed-up with a little charity (love) offered-up to your neighbors

I know..you’re thinking: 
· Hardee: you know I love my neighbor cause I work in a kids ministry. 
· Or I love my neighbor because I opened the door for people this morning…. etc.
· I even let that horrible driver in the parking lot take the spot I was pulling into when they started to back into what I thought was an open spot. 

If that is our thought of what love is: 

It should make sense to everyone here why we struggle in understanding what Godly love truly is, means, & is supposed to look like. Jesus’ own chosen homies, struggled with this concept. So much so, it was recorded in ¾ of the gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke). We will just stay in Mark: 

Brief back story: After they arrived at Capernaum and settled in a house, Jesus asked his disciples, “what were you discussion on the road?” But they didn’t answer, because they had been arguing about which of them was the greatest.

10.30min

[bookmark: _Hlk211398818]Mark 9:35 – 37 (NLT): He sat down, called the twelve disciples over to him, and said, “Whoever wants to be the first must take last place and be the servant of everyone else.” Then he put a little child among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, “Anyone who welcomes a little child like this on my behalf welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes not only me but also my father who sent me. 


Love is an action no doubt; but it most importantly requires us to realize that we all have a heart condition that needs to be fixed spiritually. 

Our success, accolades, birthright, or ‘this might be somewhat uncomfortable’ but not even our commitments change us inwardly. Don’t believe me, since we all did the same thing this morning, i.e. woke-up. Some of us don’t even know how to love the person we woke-up to and if you are single than the person is the one in the mirror. Much less our neighbor who may be experiencing all kinds of trials and situations in their life.  
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The question is, why can’t we LOVE like Christ? 

[bookmark: _Hlk211398829]Learning #1: The love that God offers you and I has patience, but our love often has conditions. 

I don’t know about you, but I have to continuously offer grace to most people on a regular basis. Because I do not have patience, kindness, non-coveting, personality naturally as part of human nature. 

And because I think many of us here today can relate to me and/or pastors Scott or Cody. We have been in the same two verses in I Corinthians for the past 5 weeks and we have more.    

So, lets keep searching for the word together this morning. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk211398838]1 Corinthians 13:4 – 5 (NLT) Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. 

These two verses are ridiculous. It just as crazy as if I said, ‘go milk that bull over’. You can’t do it. Seriously, who loves this, other than these guys (picture of ‘Care Bears’ at the bottom) 

Now, I’m just going to focus on the ‘Love is patient………and the not irritable (angered). Because apparently, that what need to work on….thanks paster Cody. 

Let’s take a look at this scripture together: 
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[bookmark: _Hlk211398847]Luke 5:33-39 (NLT) One day some people said to Jesus, “John the Baptist’s disciples fast and pray regularly, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees. Why are your disciples always eating and drinking?”  Jesus responded, “do wedding guest fast while celebrating with the groom?  A course not.  But someday the groom will be taking away from them, and then they will fast.”  Then Jesus gave them this illustration: “No one tears a piece of cloth from a new garment and uses it to patch in old garment.  For then the new garment will be ruined, and the new patch will not even match the old garment. “And no one put new wine into old wineskins.  For the new wine will burst the wineskins, spilling the wine and ruining the skins. New wine must be stored in new wineskins. But no one who drinks the old wine seems to want the new wine.  “The old is just fine,’ they say”
 
These verses has a lot in it from minding new cloth to old cloth, and then something about wine and wineskins. Lets unpack them but first lets start with Learning #2  

[bookmark: _Hlk211398857]Learning #2: A life in Christ is like a new fit that will change you from the inside out. 
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As you can see from this scripture verse, its seems that every time Jesus is doing some New Testament stuff, the old’n’crusties seem to show-up and try to get in the way of the messiah’s message. The religious leaders of the day were so quick to resight scripture, but they never seem to understand practical application of the text. 

Jesus had to speak in parables not to confuse the crowds but to draw a parallel between the complexities of the scripture to daily life stuff. We have people like that in our own lives that can resight a verse but have no idea what it really means. 

It’s like proclaiming that you are a Christ follower, but you do everything in your power to keep your distance from those that look, talk, and act differently than you. Let’s not even talk about how we look down on those who life has left them less fortunate. 

In the passage we just read, Jesus showed patience by understanding that the people he was speaking to and even to us today. That the change that must happen in our lives when we become a Christ follower can be like the stitching of new cloth to old garments.

We can’t love the lord completely and not allow for love (the key ingredient) to be in our MIND, BODY, & Spirit.

Why do we fight so hard to resist the change that comes from love be one of God’s most affective vehicles for spiritual growth.

Remember what we said in the beginning, LOVE is not a request but a requirement to have a no judgmental heart, a pure heart.  
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Mark 9, Matthew 18:3, Luke 18:17 all say coming to God like a child. This means with an open heart and not thinking or believing it’s something you earned. I am so happy Jesus said like a child, come to him. 

Think about it. He didn’t say like a mature adult who has full understanding of all things or has financial flexibility to support a ministry. He is literally saying without saying, he loves us with a parents love and patience. 

Everyone is here or listening online has an individual quality that makes you unique to God. Many have a gift that others may say is special. However, its trash if you don’t have love. At least that’s what Paul says in I Corinthians 13: 1-3 (where we have been for the past 5 wks.). The bible says this: 

[bookmark: _Hlk211398868]1 Corinthians 13: 1-3 (NLT) If I could speak all the languages of the earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would be only a noisy gong or a clanging symbol.  If I have the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secrets plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I have such faith that I could move mountains, but did not love others, I would be nothing. If I gave everything I will have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others I would have gained nothing.   
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Let me try to be as clear as possible.

If you think your something because of some spiritual gift that you have, or some blessing that you have acquired, or because of some status that you believe was acquired by you own abilities but you do not love your neighbor it is not my words but you are gaining gain likes and follows but not a closer relationship with God. 

If you’re offended by what I said. I am speaking to myself as well. We have to stop confusing tolerance with patience. Just putting-up with someone is not patience at all. I believe that is why in the other part of our key scripture verses for this whole series “ love is patient, love is kind, it does not boast or rude. It does not demand its own way. It not irritable and keeps no list of wrong doing”. 

Not having irritability or anger is listed as part of having true love for one another.  
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[bookmark: _Hlk211398878]Learning #3:  The personal sacrifices it takes for us to get to a Christ like love for each other show obedience. 

However, obedience can be frustrating, loving one another can be frustrating. Especially when we are trying to make Christ’s fit into our life’s plans. 

The analogy of placing new wine in an old wineskin.

The old wine has gotten us this far. 

It has gotten to the point where we know we can’t have a connection with the all-powerful God by our own design. 

That old wine nature (before having a relationship with Christ) has helped us understand our deficiencies.

That old wine for many of us have gotten us to the confession of faith in Christ, but church family.  When are we going to allow the new wine, the holy spirt to grow, to expand in this new wineskin we have through a relationship with Christ. We contain the spirt of God better than we contain our tongue, with contain the spirit better than we control or sexual perversions. Shall we keep going? I can worship as loud as I want.


I struggle with this too. Especially when I’m up here. Will they think I’m sincere up here if I’m my true passionate self-up here? Will they think I’m acting if I shed a tear, etc. 

Have you ever wondered why no matter what you try to do? Are you stuck in your spiritual growth?

28min

Have you ever thought that maybe it was not because you were not reading your Bible enough, that maybe it’s was not because you’re not giving financially to the church (tithing) enough, that maybe is not because you still struggle with thinking that the law of Moses (Ten Commandment) is a must to have a relationship with God. But perhaps your limited connection when God might be because you have yet to commit to the absolute must of 

[bookmark: _Hlk211398889]Mark 12:31 (NLT) The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ No other commandment is greater than these.” 

Look at the world around us, we have got to do better as a body of believers. No one person is going to fix this level of hatred and discuss that we have for one another. Just turn on the TV and you will see it on display. It used to be a black/brown and white thing, religious things but now it’s a red vs blue thing. 

There is no government amendment, political party, or amount of money is going to assist in us understanding of what the love of God can do, will do, if we just implement it.  

The new wine of Jesus is trying to ferment in us and wants to burst out of this old stiff nature of containment.

It’s possible let us end this: 
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[bookmark: _Hlk211398896]Galatians 5:24 (NLT) Those who belong to the Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of the their sinful nature to the cross and crucified them there. 
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