SERVICE FOR NOVEMBER 22, 2020
PRELUDE – Becki Smith – “Give Thanks”
WELCOME – Welcome to Scott Memorial United Methodist Church in Cadiz, Ohio. I am Rev. Ed Kovacik and I want each of you to know it is a privilege and joy to be in worship with you this day. May we be a blessing to one another and to Jesus Christ in our worship as we come together as one to honor and praise God.
ANNOUNCEMENTS – If you have prayer requests, please email them to us at scottmemorialumc@hotmail.com or call the church at 740-942-2825. 
Bible Study - We are beginning a new Bible Study  - Faithful by Adam Hamilton – we are planning to meet at two times – both on Tuesdays – at 10:30 am and at 7:00 pm in-person and also utilizing Zoom if there are people who would like to be included but need to remain in a safer environment.  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – If you would like to volunteer to be a reader for our Advent readings during the next four weeks and on Christmas Eve, please leave a message at the church, text the pastor, or email the church. Please let us know and do not make me come begging. Thank you in advance for answering the call!  
CALL TO WORSHIP – by Rev. Ed Kovacik
In celebration of Thanksgiving we are utilizing the following Call to Worship.
 As I say each sentence, please respond after each one by saying, “Let us give thanks.” “Let us give thanks.”
One: For the “many-ness” of God’s creative splendor,
All: Let us give thanks.
One: You are one, O God, and you are Three,
All: Let us give thanks.
One: You are majesty and mystery,
All: Let us give thanks.
One: Make us ever in your image,
All: Let us give thanks.
One: For all the gifts you have given us,
All: Let us give thanks.
One: For all the things you have taught us,
All: Let us give thanks.
One: For sending us the Great Teacher who requires us to teach.
All: Let us give thanks.
PRAYER – Lord, as we come to you today in the midst of our confusion, in the midst of the obstacles of our being together as a community, in the need to understand who you are and who we are, may we rely today on your word. Your love is what brings us to this place, seeking a more robust relationship with you this day, praying as people created by you, to bear fruit in our lives, within the community of faith, to bear fruit in the world around us, to bring ourselves and others into a fuller communion with you, O God. As your children, we bring before you today those whom we love and care for, those who are in need of your touch, in need of the presence of your Holy Spirit, that they may be raised up and made whole. You have heard the cries of our hearts and voices as we leave our concerns and prayer at your feet. May your healing and presence be felt by all.  
Thank you, Lord, for teaching us how to pray as we pray the prayer you so graciously taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
SCRIPTURE – Matthew 28:16-20
REFLECTION ON THE WORD – Becki Smith
“Go, Make of All Disciples” 
MESSAGE – MAKING DISCIPLES IS TEACHING!
	We have been sharing the last two weeks leading up to this message today about:
1. Creating barriers that keep us from doing God’s work of sharing the Good News with others and how Christ’s act of crucifixion and resurrection has torn down all those barriers. 
2. Last week we discussed using our gifts by using them, through faith, to step out and do the work God has for us according to our gifts.
 	 I believe that every Christian’s life should be and can be used by God for kin-dom purposes. God’s plan is that God’s people to, first, take on God’s character and likeness, and then, be a part of the transformation of the world by overcoming evil with good. 
One may make a valid inquiry here as to how that is to be done. Our text today gives us the very explicit direction as given us by Jesus Christ. Jesus states, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”
So, the way that is done is by being a disciple and making disciples of Jesus Christ. This is how we change the world. Making disciples involves two things according to the text, so let me focus today on the especially important gift of teaching.
	Children sing “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” However, the Bible did not “tell them so,” because they have never read the Bible. They are too young to read. How do these children know these things? Someone else had to tell them that important truth. Certainly, their parents had a lot to do with it. But there were many others as well: nursery workers, Sunday School teachers, Bible School teachers and others. Some of you here are responsible for the many others who have attended services here and helped establish many a child’s spiritual heritage, and not just children’s but also all the adult’s spiritual heritage. The gift of teaching is a gift to the world. It is used by God in especially important ways. Those who teach share life skills. Teachers of spiritual truth share kingdom skills. They are passing on skills that they have learned in life, and equipping people with essentials which they will need in life and in their walk with God.
	There are certain things we need to understand when it comes to the gift of teaching. 
First: Teaching imparts truth. 
Today we in the United States are highly focused on truth daily. I just heard President Obama state that people are suffering today from “Truth Decay”. 
Nothing is more important than truth, and yet there are many people today who do not believe in truth, or if they do, they believe that what is true for you is not necessarily true for them. They do not believe there is anything like absolute truth. Everybody is right and nobody is wrong. Worse yet, many believe if there was truth, we could not know it. It would be arrogant to believe that what you think is true. Therefore, the culture is in a quagmire. If we cannot know anything for sure, then we are lost on a sea of confusion.
	What we need today is people who will stop apologizing for the truth. We need people who are not afraid of the truth — people who will seek the truth, know the truth, take a stand for the truth and impart that truth to others. And we need people of conviction. No one is going to accept your teaching if they think you are not convinced that what you are saying is important. Teaching is useless unless we believe that what we are teaching contains the truth. 
In 1 Peter 4:11 it says, “If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. 
If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ” (NIV). Here is the result of teaching: God is praised and glorified. So, teaching a Sunday School class is not a glorified babysitting position and teaching adults is not another gab and gripe session, it is for the imparting of important spiritual truths that will change lives and bring praise to God through the lives of those who have been taught. Nothing seems to me to be as important than teaching the truth.
	But in order to teach the truth, you have to be a seeker of the truth. You must read the word of God and study it. You cannot talk about it without knowing it.
A brief story: I recently read about a young woman who had heard people discussing a book that had recently been published. They were enthusiastic about it and recommended that she get the book and read it. 
After much persuasion she bought a copy and read the introduction and the first chapter. It was not an easy book, so she put it on the shelf and did not pick it up again. A few months later she was traveling in a foreign country and met a wonderful Christian young man with whom she fell in love. To her surprise, she learned that the young man was the author of the book that she had purchased. When she returned home to the States, she took the book off the shelf and began reading from the very beginning again. This time she read it through to the end, thinking it was the most wonderful book she had ever read. Being in love with the author made all the difference.
	That is the way it is with those who have fallen in love with God. Reading the Bible and seeking God’s truth is not and should not be a chore, it is an adventure. The more we read, the more we discover about our wonderful God. If you are going to teach you must be a learner, because you cannot take someone where you have not been. You cannot give what you do not have. You cannot impart truth that you have not sought and found yourself. Teaching the truth changes lives, but it must change your life first.
	Teaching may happen in the context of parenting in the home, teaching a Sunday School class, leading a Bible study, or discipling another person (not disciplining) one on one, or simply witnessing to another person. Some of you are gifted teachers. It is a special gift that God has given to you. You cannot think of doing anything else. Some find it easy to stand in front of a class. Others would freeze in that situation, but they are comfortable meeting one on one with someone. Some provide by being a real-life example of Christian living. We are all different in our gifting in this area. As the Bible says, “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:4).	
The second thing that we need to understand when it comes to the gift of teaching is: Truth brings about maturity. Truth transforms. The truth changes more than minds, it changes lives. When people encounter the truth, it changes them in a positive way. It makes people into better people. Truth never leaves us in the same place as we were before we found truth, it always takes us to a higher platitude. The Bible says, “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation” (1 Peter 2:2, NIV). We are to crave the truth the way a baby craves milk. If we do not, we will not grow up spiritually.
	What if you believed someone who told you that the world, and all the people in it, are only an accident, a chance meeting of molecules, and there was no purpose or meaning to the world? What if you believed that God hated you because of what you have done and there was no forgiveness for you? What if you believed that you had to earn God’s favor and there was no such thing as grace? These false beliefs would take your life into dysfunction and ultimately destroy you. You would not progress and mature, you would degenerate.
	The truth has the opposite effect on our lives. The truth transforms us and makes our lives work. The truth is important because it matures us. The more truth we know the more we grow spiritually. Truth changes lives. Therefore, we need people who will use their gift of teaching. Jesus prayed to his Father saying: “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth” (John 17:17 NIV). He also said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 
Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31-32 NIV). The world needs people, at every level, teaching the truth, because untruths and lies destroy and the truth heals. Falsehoods place people in bondage; the truth sets people free.
	Imagine living and thinking like people did many centuries ago that the world was flat and that if you went too far you could fall off the edge of the world. Think about this: It was only 120-years-ago that most people thought it was impossible to fly. But there were two sons of Rev. Milton Wright who thought that was not true. People thought they were crazy, but at 10:35 a.m. on December 17, 1903, they made their first successful flight of 175 feet in an airplane. The plane was driven by a four-cylinder combustion engine. Today we fly much more sophisticated aircrafts all over the world, and even into space. Just this last Sunday a rocket propelled a crew to the international space station, leaving earth and intending on connecting with the orb located in space. Who would have believed what we can do today 117-years-ago? Where would we be if these two men had not sought the truth? The world would certainly not have progressed to the place it has today. They sought the truth and believed the truth, and that truth transformed the world. 
So, where would we be today if those eleven disciples had not believed the truths Jesus taught them as he commanded them to go and make disciples of all nations?
	When we begin to believe the truth of the word of God, then the things we do and the lives we lead will transform the world. The Bible says, “Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17, NIV). Jesus Christ is offering his truth to the world. He quoted from the words of Isaiah: “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare” (Isaiah 55:1-2). 
There are people all everywhere today who have accepted that invitation. They have come to Christ for his truth, and their lives have been transformed. They have been healed and delivered because they have begun to live the truth and put aside the lies of the world.
	The Bible says, “Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ” (Ephesians 4:15 NIV). Those who teach impart important spiritual truth, and it is that truth that helps others to grow up in Christ.
	The third thing we see is: Maturity brings about usefulness. What is more important than having our lives used by God? Our lives should be lived for kindom purposes. There is no greater call on our lives than to teach, to make disciples. One of the greatest rewards lies in the fact that the people that you teach will one day teach others. Those whom you disciple will disciple others. That is what the truth does. It takes us to the place of spiritual maturity, and when we are spiritually mature, we want our lives to be used for God. It is the only thing that really matters. We are not here just waiting to go to heaven. We are supposed to make a difference on earth! Jesus prayed to the Father and said, “As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world” (John 17:18 NIV). God has sent us into this world for a purpose. God wants our lives to be useful.
	Teaching is an important responsibility, and every parent should be a teacher. The Bible says, “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not turn from it.” (Proverbs 22:6, NIV). Here is how the Lord told the ancient Hebrews to be teachers in their homes: “Hear, O Israel The Lord is our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength. These commandments that I am give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 
Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9, NIV). This was commonly done by the Israelites and they are known as Mezuzahs.
		The real gift of teaching is the gift of loving people. Loving them into the kin-dom. Loving them into the truth. It transforms them into being different people. I cannot tell you how many people have told me how a Sunday School teacher has made a lasting difference in their life. There have been many teachers at all levels that have instructed me, loved me, cared for me, and nurtured me, and yes, loved me. I am grateful to all those people who believed in me enough and loved me enough to make a difference in my life. My hope is that I can pay that back by passing that love on to all the others that I have had the privilege of loving and teaching in my life. All of us probably have someone who has done the same for you. I encourage you to love and teach others, to be involved in people’s lives in such a way that they see God’s love through you.  This is something in which all of us can be involved in, in some way. It is a gift given to us by God and we all should seek to grow in Christ and pass the love on to others. 
	As we prepare for Advent, I cannot help but think of one of my favorite songs that encourages us to go and tell others, “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”. Hold these words in your mind as I play for you:
Behold throughout the heavens, there shone a holy light, the angel chorus hailed the Savior’s birth, born in a lowly manger, God sent us salvation. Go tell it on the mountain – over the hills and everywhere, go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
SPECIAL MUSIC – “Go Tell It on the Mountain” Pastor Ed 
 Let us Pray: Holy God, we need the power of your Holy Spirit to enrich our lives this day, to teach us and give us understanding beyond compare. Use us to further your kin-dom with sharing of your word and your ways that all who hear your word may be truly touched this day to commit their lives to your work, to your plan for our lives, that we may become vessels for your mercy and grace for all people. May we become the teachers who love and spread your love across the world to make disciples as you have reminded us through the words of Jesus, given us this day. May your promise to be with us until the end of the age remain true. Amen.
BENEDICTION – The Great Commission’s aim is to bring humankind into the possession and power of God the Creator, Christ the Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit who is our guide and advocate. This is our command – to bring the vast light and intimate love of God to all. Go and make disciples!
POSTLUDE – Becki Smith
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