
The Presbyterian Church of Upper Montclair 

Sunday, March 17, 2024                                                                                            10:00 a.m.  
Fifth Sunday in Lent                  *If you are able, please stand.     

      Please turn off cell phones. 
 

 
 

 

 

WE GATHER AROUND GOD’S WORD 

“We need to find God [who] cannot be found in noise and restlessness.  
God is the friend of silence. See how nature trees, flowers, grass thrive 
in silence; see the stars, the moon and sun, how they move in silence…  
The more we receive in silent prayer, the more we can give in our active life.  
We need silence to be able to touch souls. The essential thing is not what we say, 
but what God says to us and through us”   

                                                              Mother Theresa of Calcutta 
in Malcom Muggeridge, Something Beautiful for God 

     

Prelude                                           Be Thou My Vision                                                       arr. Fred Bock            

Anne Marie Juliano, piano 

*Call to Worship (based on Psalm 51)                                                          Pastor Greg Horn 

One:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

All:   According to your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions  
 and lift us again into your Presence. 

You desire truth in our deepest selves, so teach our hearts wisdom.  

Let us hear your joy and gladness; let the bones that you have 
crushed rejoice.  

Create in us clean hearts, O God; put new and right spirits within us.  

Sustain in us willing spirits and restore us to the joy of your 
salvation.  

Let us worship God! 

*Opening Hymn 2            Come, Thou Almighty King                                Italian Hymn 

Prayer of Confession and Preparation (responsive - based on Psalm 51:1-12) 

                                                                                                   Tom Johnson 

Living Christ, with whom we journey to the cross, we confess that 
we are always looking for an easier way. We long for the fullness of 
life with you, but we are slow to abandon the comforts of the life we 
know. We seek the fruit of new life, but we are not willing to die to 



ourselves and our attachment to the old life.  We find ourselves in 
community, but we stubbornly cling to “me and mine.”  

Yet, merciful Lord, you offer the grace of life abundant, even and 
especially when our best efforts fall short. So, we ask you again to 
transform us, renew us, and free us from our attachment to what 
was, so that you might bring us into the glory of what will be. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. 

our silent prayers of preparation and confession 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.                                               

Prayer Hymn 470 (seated)   There Is a Longing in Our Hearts                 Longing  
 
Assurance of God’s Love and Forgiveness                                

*We Give God Glory (Hymn #582) 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. (sing 3 times) 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be.  Amen. 

Welcome & Life of the Church                            
(Please fill out the Friendship Pad completely and pass it along.) 

Solo                         It’s Me, O Lord                                                 spiritual 

John Weidemann 

Time for Children                        
(All children are invited forward. Afterward, all children may attend Sunday School.) 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

Scripture Reading (responsive, p.640 of OT)                                         Psalm 51:1-12 (NRSV)                                

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according t0 your abundant mercy, blot out my transgressions. 

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions, and my brokenness is ever before me. 

Against you, you alone, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you   
pass Judgment. 



Indeed, I was born guilty, prone to wander when my mother conceived me. 
You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom 
in my secret heart. 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be cleaner 
than new fallen snow. 
Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed 
rejoice. 

Hide your face from my secret emptiness, and blot out all my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit 
within me. 

Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit 
from me.  
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain in me a willing 
spirit. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.    

Scripture Reading (p.130 of NT)                                                             John 12:20-33 (NRSV)                                

20 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.  
21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, 
‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip  
went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man 
to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 
it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life 
lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever 
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves 
me, the Father will honor. 

27 ‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from this hour”?  
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.’ Then a 
voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ 29The crowd standing 
there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ 30Jesus 
answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgement of this 
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people to myself.’ 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

One:  The Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God.    

Sermon                                 “Not Listening, Can't See”                  Pastor Greg Horn 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*Hymn (insert)            How Deep the Father’s Love For Us                    Stuart Townend 

We Worship With Our Offerings  

Prayer of Dedication 



Offertory                                     Brother James’ Air                             arr. Larry Shackley 

*We Give Praise to God (Hymn #606)                                                                       Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of the People 

*Closing Hymn 182             I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say                                        Kingsfold 

*Charge and Benediction 

Postlude   

GO WITH GOD – TO SERVE GOD’S WORLD 

The flowers decorating the chancel this morning are given in dedication 

 by the Bortey Family in celebration of good news and in gratitude 

for all the blessings from the Lord. To God be the glory. 

        

WELCOME and thank you for your part in this service of worship. If you are a visitor here at 
the Presbyterian Church of Upper Montclair (PCUM), you are especially welcome. May you sense 
in this place the presence and the love of God in Christ. After worship, you are warmly invited for 
refreshments and conversation in Fellowship Hall. 

PLEASE ASK AN USHER for anything you might need, and please help fellow worshipers by 
exiting and entering the sanctuary at times other than during prayers or scripture readings. 

CHILDCARE for toddlers and a nursery for younger children are always available during 
worship in the North Wing, located off Fellowship Hall (adjacent to sanctuary). Ask an usher for 
directions. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for all children preschool through 7th grade are located in the 
North Wing. Ask the ushers or Christian Education leaders for directions. If you are sending 
your kids to Sunday School for the first time and have not yet registered your child, please step 
out briefly with your children as they are dismissed to Sunday School to fill out an emergency 
contact form. 
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TODDLER SURVIVAL GROUP for toddlers, infants & families meets on 1st and 3rd 
Sunday mornings at 9:00 am in the church nursery. There will be time for play 
followed by a brief circle time on parents' laps featuring movement-songs, simple Bible 
stories, and praying together. The next Toddler Survival Group will be Sunday, April 
7th. Please RSVP at millie@pcum.org.  

PCUM’S MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP meets Wednesdays from 7-8:30 p.m. 
All teens and tweens 6th–8th grade are warmly invited to come out to have fun, share 
dinner, and meet old and new friends. Contact Garrett Pahl (garrett@pcum.org) and 
Sierra Joy (sierra@pcum.org).  

DEDICATE FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP – You can honor loved ones by dedicating 
flowers for any Sunday morning worship service. The suggested donation for two 
standard bouquets is $80. Sign up on the Flower Calendar in the Deacons’ Corner or 
online at www.pcum.org. 

VOLUNTEER TO SERVE HUNGRY NEIGHBORS – Join fellow PCUM volunteers 
to serve hungry neighbors here in Montclair on the 4th Saturday of the month and in 
Newark on the 3rd Saturday of each month. Sign up at www.pcum.org/serve-others. 

PCUM NOW OFFERS ZELLE as a new option for online giving to support the life 
and work of this church’s ministry. Zelle is accepted by major banks and known for its 
easy platform for sending and receiving money. And Zelle charges NO FEES!  (to you or 
to the church, though your bank may assess a fee). You can use Zelle to give in two easy 
ways—through your bank’s online banking website or through the Zelle app.  Zelle is 
easy to use, and we recommend contacting your bank for more information about 
setting up and starting to use Zelle.  To give to PCUM with Zelle, please use the email 
address treasurer@pcum.org as the recipient, and note the purpose of the offering 
(pledge, non-pledge, Easter, deacons, etc.).  

 

PCUM’S GOT TALENT 

Sunday, April 21st at 3:00 p.m. 
☆ ☆ ☆ CALL for TALENT! ☆ ☆ ☆ 

The popular PCUM’s GOT TALENT showcase returns April 
21st!  It’s fun, fellowship, dessert – and talent – as PCUMers 
of all ages (kids, youth & adults) come together to showcase their many gifts! 
GREAT for kids and families. 

 Do you sing, dance, play an instrument, tell jokes, juggle, yo-yo? – whatever 
your talent – you are needed!   PCUM’s Got Talent helps the church family 
get to know each other and is a fundraiser to support the church’s amazing 
music program. Please contact Anne Marie Juliano at annemarie@pcum.org 
(973-930-5074) to participate!  See you on April 21st @ 3 pm! 

 
MONTCLAIR MUSIC CLUB CONCERT - Monday, April 1st, at 7:30 pm in the 
church sanctuary. The program will feature PCUM’s own Ravon Middlebrooks, 
accompanied by Anne Marie Juliano, along with pianist Carolyn Enger, lyric mezzo 
soprano Anna Sonkin and soprano Mary Hochgesang with pianist Eric Olsen.  The 
artists will be performing a rich and varied program from classical and contemporary 
piano works to Russian songs, lieder, arias and spirituals. Free and open to the public. 
Donations welcome. Reception immediately following the program in Fellowship Hall. 
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HOLY WEEK @ PCUM 

PALM/PASSION SUNDAY – March 24th at 10:00 am:  Join the 
procession waving palm branches and celebrating the coming Savior, 
even as the shadow of the cross—and the promise of resurrection—loom 
ahead.  The story of Christ’s betrayal and passion is proclaimed through 
a dramatic reading by a number of gifted voices and special music presented by the 
Chancel Choir. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY – March 28th at 7:30 pm: Plan to take part in this 
meaningful Holy Week experience as the PCUM family gathers around the Lord’s 
Table to focus on the great love God of in Christ that sustains us even through the 
darkest times.   

The name ‘MAUNDY’ derives from the Latin word mandatum, which 
means “commandment,” referring to Jesus’ commandment to his disciples 
after washing their feet at the Last Supper: “For I have set you an example, 

that you should also do as I have done to you.” (John13:15).  TENEBRÆ is the 
Latin word for darkness. During this experiential narrative service, prepare to 
experience and understand Easter more fully by recounting the story of our Lord 
Jesus Christ’s journey from the Last Supper to the Garden of Gethsemane, to 
Peter’s denial and the trials before Pilate and Herod. As Jesus’ crucifixion nears, 
lights in the sanctuary are progressively extinguished. 

EASTER WORSHIP CELEBRATIONS on Sunday, March 31st will be at 
9:00 am & 11:00 am. There will be coffee and fellowship time between services 
in Fellowship Hall and PCUM’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt will begin at 10:20 a.m. 
on the East Lawn (weather permitting). 

EASTER EGG HUNT AND PARTY: PCUM's annual Easter Egg Hunt and Party 
will be on Easter Sunday, between the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. services.  The egg hunt 
begins promptly at 10:20 a.m. and will be followed by crafts and games.  Please note 
the egg hunt is divided into separate areas for toddlers and preschoolers ages 3 and 
under. Children of all ages, including visitors and guests, are welcome to 
participate!  Please RSVP by emailing Millie Tourtelot at millie@pcum.org. 

DEDICATE EASTER FLOWERS – Remember or honor a loved one Easter 
Sunday by dedicating Easter Flowers that will adorn the sanctuary and proclaim the 
Good News of God’s gift of new and abundant life in the resurrected Christ. 
Dedication forms are available in the Narthex. You can also sign up on the website 
at www.pcum.org. Each plant is $15. No orders can be received after Palm 
Sunday, March 24th.  

PCUM RECEIVES ONE GREAT HOUR (OGHS) OF SHARING SUNDAY, 
MARCH 24TH: On Palm Sunday, March 24th, the PCUM worshiping family will 
receive the special One Great Hour of Sharing offering along with our regular 
morning offerings.  Since 1949, OGHS gifts have supported ministries of disaster 
response, refugee assistance, and community development that help people find 
safe refuge, start new lives, and work together to strengthen their families and 
communities. 
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